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BRITAIN SHOULD BREAK Pr. Malan to 
WITH AMERICAN POLICY 


T 


HE growing uneasiness regarding Britain’s participation in 
Korea, as well as suspicion of American motives in the East, 
were well summarised in speeches reported below. 


The speakers’ 


demands for U.S. recognition of the Peking Government as a condition 
of further British co-operation have been widely repeated elsewhere 


from Press and platform. 


“VFENHE price of continued British 
assistance in Korea should be 
American recognition of the 
Peking Government,” said Ritchie 
Calder, opening a discussion on 
British foreign policy at the Annual 
General Meeting of the National 
Peace Council last week. 

It ought to be understood what the 
obligations under the various 
treaties actually were. At present, he said, 
it would appear that if you only filed a 
treaty at United Nations you were then 
free to work out any system of power 
politics you liked. 

He emphasised the fact that, as regards 
Formosa, there was no United Nations 
sanction for any action at all. Britain had 
recognised the Peking Government, and it 
was known that that Government regarded 
Formosa as part of China. 

We must demand that the British 
Government make it plain that in lending 
the assistance of the British Fleet to 
South Korea, it would not be used against 
Formosa. 


THE WORLD-WIDE WASTE 


Mr. Calder then presented the current 
armament figures of the nations in a 
manner calculated to give an impressive 
overall picture: 

Britain is spending £780 millions a year. 

This represents: 4s. 6d. in every £ 
taxation; 22s. 6d. a week per household; 
half as much again as the total expendi- 
ture on health and housing; three times 
as much as the amount earmarked for 
development. 

USA is spending £6,000 millions a year; 
USSR, £3,000 milhons a year; France, £500 
millions a year; Other Commonwealth 
countries, £250 millions. 

In total, the major Powers are spending 
£10,000 millions a year, which is £5 per 
head of every human being in the world. 


WHAT ARE OUR COMMITMENTS ? 


Treaties, he said, did not reveal the 
whole of our commitments; there were also 
secret agreements. 

For example, America had air bases here. 
To what were we committed as regards the 
atom bomb? None of us knew. All we 
did know was that we were to be supplied 
with them: to become an atom bomb depot. 

What, he asked, was the inexorable logic 
of the atom bomb ? 

Suppose the Americans were forced to 
evacuate Korea; it was then possible they 
might decide to use the atom bomb, 
acting under the name of United Nations 


the 


and thereby presenting the facade of 
legal sanction. . 
Therefore we must insist that “ police 


action” shall under no cireumstances in- 
clude the use of the atom bomb. 
Concluding, Ritchie Calder said he con- 
curred with Mr. Nehru, who said that the 
chances of war and peace were about 
evenly balanced, and that therefore Russia 
must be got back into the Security Council. 


THE WIDESPREAD REVOLT 


Lord Boyd Orr said he thought a wrong 
appeal was being made to the people by 
such means as petitions to ban A-bombs. 

In the first place, he stood for the out- 
lawry of all weapons and of war itself. 

In the second place, the appeal to fear 
was negative; he wanted an appeal to 
faith. 

It was his particular concern to show the 
kind of world we might have if the enor- 


is to discredit ~ the. mous resources spent on arms were devoted 


instead to peaceful reconstruction. 

This was urgent; for we had to recog- 
nise that everywhere—in the Far East, the 
Near East and Africa—the basis of the 
present widespread revolt was against bad 
conditions. 


WHAT THE PEOPLES WANT 


That revolt was, in fact, the universal 
demand for that increased production for 
consumption and that relief from oppres- 
sion which Russia promised, and _ those 


promises were often implemented by 
governments which we dismissed as 
Communist. 


All we offered was a fight for Democ- 
racy and Christianity—neither of which 


we could expect to dppeal to peoples 

whom we had been holding in submission. 

The assistance now being offered to 
under-developed countries in Truman’s 
Point Four was probably too little and too 
late, and in any case was damned by the 
wrong objective. 

Assistance must be given not because we 
wanted to stop Communism but because it 
was our moral responsibility to give it. 


WAS IT UNPROVOKED AGGRESSION? 


‘A policy of moral abdication and a 
potent factor in the direction of a Third 
World War,” was how Basil Davidson des- 
cribed the Government’s foreign policy at a 
one-day school of the Labour Pacifist Fel- 
lowship last Saturday. 

He quoted an extract from the New 
York Herald Tribune of October, 1949, 
which showed that the invasion of South 
Korea was neither a surprise nor a case 
of purely unprovoked aggression. 

This report mentioned that there had 
been two rebellions in South Korea (in 1948 
and 1949); in the first 10,000 people had 
been killed and in the second over 9,000. 
It also stated that there were 30,000 politi- 
cal prisoners in South Korea. 

A few days later the same paper reported 
that there had been a purge of the South 
Korean army, and an outspoken intention 
of an attack on North Korea, the purge 
being presumably in preparation for this, 
as the army was mainly in the control of 
former collaborators with Japan. 

Ry allowing the United Nations to be 
used in this quarrel we not only ranged 
ourselves on the side of reaction, but 
were turning United Nations from an 
international forum to an appendage of 
one side in the cold war. 

Formosa, he said, had been recognised as 
part of China during the war, by Britain, 
USA and the UN authorities. 


BOLSTERING REACTION ? 


Continuing his denunciation of our 
foreign policy, Mr. Davidson said that not 
only in the Far East but also in Germany 
we were gradually being pushed by a series 
of moves into a dangerous situation. 

The story of the West military govern- 
ment in Germany was the retreat from the 
principles accepted in 1944 and 1945, when 
there had been a call for a fundamental 
social change, through which alone a poli- 
tical change could be achieved. 

But instead of denying power to the 
social classes In Germany which were 
mainly responsible for the prolonged 
aggressive policy of Germany, the owner- 
ship and control of industry was in the 
same hands today as previously. 

The decentralisation of German steel 
production was only a facade; it did no 
more than create 13 different companies 
but made no change in overall ownership. 
There had been no land reform, no funda- 

mental change in the civil service or educa- 
tion. Hence the revival of nationalism and 
some degree even of anti-semitism. We 
were, in fact, preparing the circumstances 
conducive to civil war by not producing a 
forward socialist policy for Europe. 

As regards the atom bomb, Mr. David- 
son said that by allowing American A-bomb 
bombers, accompanied by U.S. fighters to 
defend them and their aerodromes, to be 
based here, we were supporting a policy 
which invited attack. 


DISMANTLE THE ATLANTIC PACT 


People should be warned, he said, that a 
policy of preparing for war was in effect 
a policy of preparing to risk a war. 

While there was no overall panacea for 
all this, he thought certain steps should be 
taken immediately. 

We should brace ourselves to take a 
deliberate step of breaking with the pre- 
sent American policy, and call for a full 
meeting of the Security Council with the 


admission of representatives of the 
Peking Government, so that negotiations 
might be begun. 


We should then initiate proposals for 
dealing with the atom bomb by exploring 
the latest Russian offer of inspection and 
by calling on the U.S. Government to 
remove their bombers from this country. 

Further, he concluded, we should then 
proceed to dismantle the Atlantic Pact, 
which would cease to have any relevance if 
we reconstituted a real United Nations. 


defy UNO 


WHITE VOTE TO DECIDE 
FOR NATIVES 


HE International Court at the 
Hague ruled last Tuesday that 
South Africa is not competent to 
modify the international status of the 
mandated territory of S-W Africa. 


It has, however, ‘ruled that the UN 
Charter does not impose on South Africa 
legal obligations to place S-W Africa under 
trusteeship. 

On the eve of the decision, a special cor- 
respondent of The Observer reported that 
Dr. Malan had decided to defy the United 
Nations—now preoccupied with Korea—by 
incorporating South-West Africa into the 
Union of South Africa without waiting for 
the Court’s declaration. 


No vote for Africans 


Dr. Malan is reported to have ordered a 
general election to be held in the former 
mandated territory early in August, just 
before the U.N. meeting at which the future 
of the territory was to have been discussed 
in the light of the Court’s findings. 


Only Europeans would be allowed to 
vote. Disfranchised would be the Hereros 
and other native people of S-W Africa, 
who are opposed to the annexation of 
their lands and who found a doughty 
champion in the pacifist priest Michael 
Scott (Peace News,.Dec. 2, 1949). 


It was after Mr. Scott addressed the 
Trusteeship Committee of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations at Lake 
Success in November, 1949, that the UN 
decision was taken to refer the question to 
the International Court. 


Meantime Dr, Malan has already told 
the Union Parliament that his attitude 
mould not be altered by any decision of the 
ourt. 


Malan’s story 


His representative in London, High Com- 
missioner Dr. A. L. Geyer, stated on 
Monday: 


“ The court has been asked for an opinion 
and not for a decision or ruling on the 
matter. Both the United Nations and 
South Africa have stated that they will not 
nedessarily be bound by this opinion. 


“ Under the mandate granted by the 
League of Nations, provision was made for 
South Africa to administer the territory as 
an integral part of the Union, which 
surely includes the right to allow South- 
West Africa representation in the South 
African Parliament. 

“ The natives of the territory are almost 
exclusively tribal peasants and conduct 
their own affairs by means of traditional 
tribal councils. Their interests, however. 
will also be watched over by the Legisla~ 
tive Couneil of Souta-West Africa, and 
they will be represented by a senator 
specially nominated to the South African 
Upper House for this purpose.” 


The voice of 
suffering Malaya 


AJ OHAMED SOPIEE, a young Malayan 


journalist, addressed the Non-violence’ 


Commission of the Peace Pledge Union last 
week. 


The sending of more troops would provide» 
present conflict in Malaya,_ 
What was required was to spend, 


no solution to the 
he said. 
more money on the improvement of the 
living conditions of the people and providing 
improved social services for the country. 
Money intended for arms would be better 
utilised in those directions. 

A democratic form of government, hé 
said, was an urgent priority. , 

At the present moment, Mr. Sopiee cal- 
culated, £350,000 a day was being spent in 
warfare—enough to provide one school or 
hospital daily for a people, two-thirds of 
whose children between 7 and 12 have no 
means whatever of obtaining education. 


KOREA RESOLUTION 


The meeting decided to send the following 
resolution to the Prime Minister: 


“That in the opinion of the Non-Violence 
Commission of the PPU mediation in the 
present dispute in Korea offers the only 
possibility of a peaceful solution. As @ 
first step to this end the Commission 
urges His Majesty’s Government to com- 
tinue to support the claims of the Peking 
Government for representation on the 
Security Council and to do everything in its 
power to achieve an early meeting of the 
Security Council, including the representa~ 
tive of the Peking Government and, as we 
should then hope, also of the Soviet 
representative.” ; 


» 
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Opportunity for 
free speech 


pap peinc the past fortnight 
expressions of sane judgment 
on the Korean situation have accumu- 
lated, giving hope of a growing 
opposition to the Government’s 
policy. 


That policy is one of aimless drift to war. 
It is a shameful and humiliating situation 
to be in. We say aimless, because it is 
based on no coherent principle, nor any 
policy that can be discerned but obedience to 
American interests. 


Foreign policy always is carried on at a 
lower moral level than that of home affairs. 
This is mainly due to the fact that foreign 
policy is never widely discussed until its 
results create some crisis, when it is too 
late for informed discussion. 


Despite the recurrent protests of liberal 
thinkers against secret diplomacy, foreign 
policy is still secret in effect. While the 
people are engaged in arguing about the 
price of petrol or potatoes they are com- 
mitted to a tangle of international relation- 
ships of which they are virtually ignorant. 


* 


It may be said that our present align- 
ment is based on our commitment to a 
principle—i.e., collective security, 


The phrase has little more than a nominal 
significance in the present situation. For 
we may ask—security against what? What 
is the real danger to the peace of the 
world ? 


Tt is not the spread of Communism. 
That steady infiltration-is not a cause but 
an effect. dowever we may dislike the 
ideologies anu theories associated with it, 
its spread is the natrual result of discon- 
tent and justifiable revolt of the un- 
developed countries against poverty, ex- 
ploitation and the oppression of corrupt 
rulers. It is the nemesis of the age-long 
neglect of remediable social evils and _ in- 
justices on the part of the democratic West. 


In so far as Communism is a danger to 
the West, it is not a danger which can be 
combatted by military force. 


In fact, one of the most ridiculous ele- 
ments in this situation is that the very 
people who advocate military preparations 
against Communism admit that the use of 
that force will, by the destruction and 
poverty it will cause, result in the further 
spread of Communism. The way to com- 
bat Communism is to remove its social and 
economic causes. 


+ 


* We sincerely believe that the chief 
danger to the world’s peace is American 
aggressive imperialism. 


What is American power doing in the 
ast, anyway ? It,is not established there 
for any beneficent purpose. It is not 
there to bring Christian, democratic or any 
other kind ot jight into, heathen darkness. 


It is there now, as it always has been 
there, to detend the purely material in- 
terests of American commerce. And it is 
a danger, because that commerce is based 
on an economic system which demands con- 
timmally expanding markets for its 
maintenance. 


. That is the real danger to peace, behind 
the facade of current events. 


American opposition to Communism is 
not, primarily, based on any moral or ideo- 
logical principle, but on the fear that the 
spread of Communism will prevent that 
commercial expansion. 


It is a justifiable fear, for the spread of 
Communism has been made possible only 
by the past failure of Western capitalism 
to satisfy the needs of the Eastern peoples 


For that reason, we would like to see%a 
profound mistrust of American_ intentions 
in the East spread throughout this 
country. - 


Opinions such as those of the speakers 
reported on another page are already being 
widely expressed in the Press, notably in 
the New Statesman and Reynolds News, 
and there is still reasonable hope that a 
united body of opinion may prove strong 
enough to persuade the Government to 
adopt that policy of British independence 
which, more than any other factor, would 
be likely to prevent the spread of the war. 


Commentary 


HE most deplorable of a number 
of unfortunate factors in a 
situation which has compelled the 
National Council of the Peace Pledge 
Union to warn its members against 
a peace petition originated in ultra- 
neutral Sweden, is that the reality of 
so surprising a happening proves the 
almost incredible ineptitude of the 
West in the ideological struggle 
against Communism. 


For whatever there may be to be said 
about the organisers of the World Peace 
Campaign and its Regional and Local Com- 
mittees, established by this time in dozens 
of countries and scores of thousands of 
towns, the millions of ordinary people who 
have signed (France 8 million; Italy 5 
million; Finland 400,000)—and are continu- 
ing to sign—the petition are not Commun- 
ists or even sympathisers with Communism 
in most of the countries outside of the 
direct Soviet-dominated circle. 


They are just normal people who want 
peace, and are being conditioned by 
Russian cleverness and Western stupidity 
to seeing more hope of it in a Moscow- 
inspired petition than in anything the other 
side has so far propagated. 


That suspect word—“ Peace ” 


N short, the Communists are being 

" allowed to cash-in on the virtues of 
peace, and the West has allowed itself to 
be jockeyed into a position in which every- 
thing it does to counteract Russian propa- 
ganda becomes another smear on the parti- 
cular word that should have served its 
cause better than any other. 


Fifteen years ago, the term appeasement, 
in itself meaning nothing reprehensible, 
became suspect, to end a year or two later 
by meaning something contemptible. The 
Sime process is now beginning on peace, 
and if it goes on a little longer, pacifism 
will lack even a vocabulary in which to 
express its aims and concepts. 


The present terms will all have ceased to 
be respectable. To speak of conciliation, 
tolerance for divergent aims, and mutual 
accommodation with the Soviets will have 
the same effect as mention of conscientious 
objection to military service in a Guards 
Regiment’s Officers Mess, 

All this, incidentally—let us admit it for 
the good of our precious souls—does not 
amount to much of a testimonial to our own 
pacifist persuasive abilities. We shall have 
to do a great deal of rehabilitation work 
before the man-in-the-street will again 
associate the announcement of a coming 


By ROY SHERWOOD 


Peace Meeting with pacifism rather than 
Communism, 


The West has no appeal 


HY OWEVER diligently you may look for 
an imaginative world campaign by 
anyone in the West, you will be disap- 
pointed. What you will find, instead, will 
be a vacuum where there ought to be a 
combination between doctrine and policy 
capable of appealing to all the nations and 
races whom western ideology wants to pre- 
serve, or liberate, from Communism. 

It is the old story of the disadvantages 
under which coalition of mixed elements 
suffers in a contest with a monolithic 
opponent. 

And on the only point with regard to 
which the West should display adamantine 
hardness—complete faithfulness to mini- 
mum points of policy—you will find shifts 
and expediency. 

A bare eighteen months ago, it was 
understood that no attempt would be made, 
because none could prove successful, to hold 
Korea against Communism if Mao Tse-Tune 
proved victorious in China. 

Today, despite the admitted rottenness 
of the South Korean Government and the 
people’s at least doubtful aversion to the 
Communistic regime of the other (northern) 
part of Korea, the internal war between the 
two Koreas has been raised to the level of a 
casug belli against Russia if the Soviets’ 
hitherto covert activities were to become 
as open as those of America, undertaken 
at the behest of a Security Council no 
longer constituted in conformity with the 
Charter provisions. 


Will Britain change attitude to China? 


4 FEW weeks ago, ships owned and con- 
¢ trolled by nations of the West were 
being held up by Chiang Kai-Shek’s 
Nationalistic Chinese naval blockade of the 
Chinese mainland from which his * Govern- 
ment” had been driven to seek refuge in 
Formosa, while he had himself been refused 
further Western aid. 

Today, Formosa is to be defended against 
any invasion attempt by Mao Tse-Tung's 
troops if they come from the mainland to 
clear Chiang Kai-Shek out of his island 
refuge: and if this should happen, British 
naval forces may have to help against a 


eovernment which our Government has 
recognised, in defence of a discredited 
politico-military dictator, whose London 


Embassy was formally closed some months 
ago. 

No wonder there is snigeering talk about 
the possibility of Great Britain having to 
withdraw her recognition of the Mao Tse- 
Tung rerime—it would at least make our 
situation more logical with regard to the 


KOREA: A SYMBOL OF OUR 


NCE again we are at war, and 

once again we are all as help- 

less as babes with respect to its 
incidence. 


“Wars will cease when men refuse to 
fight ” we pacifists have been saying for 40 
years. It is one of those truisms which 
never come true because conditions—which 
include personal values—and events make 
war resistance meaningless to 95 per cent. 
of the community and ineffective in regard 
to the rest. 

The bane of our civilisation is that we 
are all enmeshed in a process of evil from 
which we cannot escape without first aban- 
doning the values from which it springs, 
and this we are not yet ready to do. 

Daily in small things, less frequently in 
bigger things, we tacitly accept the values 
which lead to war, hence when war comes 
we are confronted with the dilemma that 
having accepted the antecedents of war we 
have no effective defence against it. We 
put wp a sham fight, half knowing that it 
will come to nothing. This means that 
pacifists have no real alternative to war: 
having accepted A and B, C becomes logi- 
cal and inevitable unless we are prepared 
to repudiate A and B. 

The invasion of Belgium in 1914, of 
Poland in 1939, and of Korea in 1950 
whether by one or both sides, potentially, 
are not inexplicable bolts from the blue, but 
the end products of a vicious way of per- 
sonal and national living. The process will 
continue till the crack of doom—which 
may be fairly near—unless we learn the 
art of living, change our values and get 
clear of this evil chain of events, and as 
nations modify our social and economic sys- 
tems so that all may live according to the 
principles and values of non-violence. 


* 


The invasion of Korea is a product of 
Communism, but only in the sense that 
Communism is a product of capitalism, and 
Capitalism a product of greed, which dur- 
ing several centuries has obliterated most 
of our basic spiritual values and subju- 
gated the Western world to the rule of 
money and material values which now, 
under Western influence and pressure, are 
to be carried to the East. 


Economic security and a reasonable stan- 
dard of living are universal human rights, 
but the pursuit of unlimited standards of 
living, now in full swing in the West and 
just beginning to get under way in the 
East, are the economics of ideological con- 
flict, international fear, enmity and war. 


» accomplished that breakthrough 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


This new materialistic urge, now to be- 
come universal, will transtorm the old 
struggle for markets into a_ frenzied 
struggle for the earth’s resources, which 
will bring war as inevitably as clouds 
bring rain. ‘ 

The growing belief that our salvation 
lies in some form of world government is 
a sign of despair. So far from World 
Government coming about, we appear to be 
passing into the era of the Dinosaurs, 
whose high priests are proclaiming the 
reign of peace and brotherhopd by way of 
the gospel of high consumption. 

We are thus heading for the years of the 
locusts, when the earth’s resources will be 
devoured at a rate so rapid that war and 
pestilence will quickly transform this still 
lovely earth into a parched and _ barren 
wilderness. 

Britain’s attitude to the Schuman Plan 
clearly proves this. Britain is not prepared 
to jeopardise her food and raw material 
supplies and her markets, by entering an 
international pool. It is the weak nations 
who want the pools, while the strong ones 
cling to their sovereignty. 

When it is necessary to unite for war 
purposes, it is, of course another story. 
Today America is determining the course of 
events in the Far East with an 
impetuosity that is staggering. 


% 


_ The lesson to be drawn from the present 

situation is that if we continue to live 
according to the materialistic values of our 
time, we are lost, for civilisation cannot 
continue much longer on this basis. To 
accept these values and oppose war is a 
contradiction in terms. 

Korea is the latest fruit of the impasse 
of our time, which is the impasse of 
materialism; it is also the symbol of our 
enslavement to that materialism. 

Materialism runs through all the “isms” 
from Capitalism to Fascism; it is the com- 
mon factor which finally undoes them all. 
They all justify the determination of the 
Marxian analysis. The present age awaits 
the breakthrough of that determinism by 
a new spirited synthesis. Of all the modern 
pacifists, Gandhi has most completely 
hed and ex- 
pounded its implications. 

_ Today there are a score of potential 
Koreas. Nothing less than a personal and 
a social revolution. can put an end to them. 
It is on the spiritual plane only that we 
shall overcome war: not, however, the 


Spirituality of a dead creed but of living | Sheppard 


Security Council, in which we accePt.@ | 
voice of a Chiang Kai-Shek delegate 
having withdrawn recognition from 
master, 


We’ve come to the show-down 


NCE again, world crisis has come us 
us with such suddenness that ra 
ing forecast of even a few days ew 
becomes impossible. 

The article by Stuart Morris 0 
page of last week's Peace New ° 
admirable summary of the main facts 
the Korean situation. But it already nt 
the addendum of the provocative oicat 
upon Communist China of the Ameus 
announcement regarding Formosa. the 

If China proves less astute than 
Kremlin, which so far has firmly dec! 
the Korean war to be an internal 4? 
issue unfit for “ outside interference, Tse 
it comes to hostilities between Mao att 
Tung and the Americans (or others ali 
ing in defence of Formosa, the play ° m 
tary alliances will see the world at aly 
within a matter of weeks, if not days. . th 
India, Burma, Siam, Indonesia and 5? 6 
America will stand’ uncommitted to P* 
ticipation in it. . by 

Whether deliberate or slithered-into. 
sheer ineptness, we have come to the oan 
debated show-down between the west 
democracies and the Soviets. 


Demands for the atom bomb? 


4 
[tT is difficult to avoid the thought ber 
the temporary continuation of W of 
peace probably depends on the num? T he 
atomic bombs already in stock. But ye 
long run this, too, may not help us." 
worse the United Nations ‘ police tM 
in Korea fares, the louder and fot 
numerous will grow the voices ca ing * 
radically decisive means of warfare. in 
One such voice we have already hea! (¢ 
this country, and when the families 
that third of the American forces TeP% py 
to have been “lost or taken prisonel 49 
the Communists of Northern Kored && o 
know that it is their sons or brothel ¢ 
sweethearts who have been taken, att ere 
general success is lengthy in coming» © ore 
will be more—and they will become ~ 
insistent. 
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more of prisoners’ ide 
and whereabout, because to keeP ap 
things strictly secret may seem to the mic 
tor a measure of assurance against ato 
bombing. tel 
But—will it be so? And has the ae 
national Committee for the Study of # 
Continued on page eight) 
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truth. It is an old problem, and fai he 
to solve it has wrecked nearly 2" ogt 
civilisations that have ever been. FOtvgt 
aid, let_me repeat this old question: nol? 
shall it profit a man if he gain the 
world and lose his soul ?” gut 
Two practical aims might perhaps al of 
marise the pacifist objective: the rev'Y” he 
creative living in daily labour, and git” 
revival of reasonably balanced 
industrial economies everywhere. miss 
In addition we ought to support to ane 
efforts to limit the area of conflict aN “ack 
it, and do everything in our power tO cial 
American ' impulsiveness, and espe” ten 
that of President Truman, and O27. on: 
tendency on the part of the British agen” 
ment to sacrifice its independent J¥ 


to American leadership. - 


THEIR REAL MEMORIAL 


They grow not old; 


As we who are left grow old, thé 
Age shall not weary them, no 
earth condemn, f thé 
Therefore at the going down 
sun, h we 
And in the more underneat 
remember them. 8 
rred. we 


N the previous appeal I refe tion 
I letter which enclosed a ntribu 
make up for the many times ‘dot ers 
forgotten. This has prompted © ace 
We have also Rich 


hat his 
f the 


might like to send in contr 
memory. ae 
We have the Maurice Rowntree toh 
Headquarters, and we are arrang 
on the walls of the reception’ 
photographs of Dick Shepp. . 
Lansbury, Arthur Ponson’: | 
Brown, ‘Eric Gill, Mauricy 
Richard Lee, ae ae vi 
service to pacifism a ber-, 
rritll oe hall always remereet jn 
their real memorial can be De® Bur 
continuation of their work an i 
ness to give as generous o 
the work which meant so ™ 
must mean as much to us- 
STUART * 
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MPs deba 
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| 
(OVERNMENT POLICY A STEP 


—Emrys Hughes, MP 


have been given to 8. O. Davies’ 


, accept the | 

="! TOWARDS WORLD WAR 

eet rom his 

own . 

; come upoa ty : f 
that, reasol ' THE whole debate on July 5 gave a very inadequate expression 
lays’ even of the feeling in the Labour Party about the situation in Korea,” 
on the back “d Fenner Brockway, MP, to Peace News last week. 

2ws facia at “I would estimate that if there had been a division, in addition to the 
un dy needs fowl number of votes which would 

ative effet |™ndment, at least 30 members of the Labour Party would have 


e America? Stained from voting. 


igh the |) “This reflects a considerable amount of 
. thamarel 
aly dec 


uneasiness in the Party. Broadly, there 


sBgport for resistance against what is regarded as aggression; but the fear is that 
I 


ail Korett tthe may become involved in American intervention in China, and this may lead 


have urged that an immediate approach 


to secure the confidence of both sides. 


Supported the Security Council’s resolution, but on the other hand India has 
800dwill of China and has less opposition from Russia than most other countries. 


It is well to have Fenner Brockway’s assurance that the debate did not' reflect 


Government’s action which the reports 


His comments modify the strength of Labour backing for what Emrys Hughes 
Called “a blank cheque for total war,” and soften the cynical summing-up of one 
fessman that the debate was “the greatest demonstration of unanimity since 


As things were, however, only two members were able to voice total opposition 


with the Government, supporting the policy 
of the Government, and I can see that, if 
we are to follow the historical political 
parallels, we are going into a coalition. 


“What is the broad objective of this 


rence,” 20 € extension of the Korean conflict to world war. 
“ . 

| Mao TS Wy If I had spoken in the debate, I would L : ) 

thers) a0 lt to the Prime Minister of India, to mediate on the basis of the unification of 

nlay of mit 4 under a democratically elected government. 

rld at vy bi 2 believe Mr. Nehru is the best man 

days. On bs 

and Sou 

ed to pat al : : paar 
Shall take every opportunity of urging this. 

; by 3 
d-into 
* the ofté? | “te almost unanimous support of the 
westel® Seemed to indicate. 

ib? 

tought that | Gadarene.” 

of worl 

number fo the Government’s motion. 

But 1D rhe tore the House on July 5 was a motion 

é US* ree ty Mr. Attlee: 

nae more ay chat this House fully supports the 

calling for ‘on taken by His Majesty’s Govern- 

fare nt in conformity with their obligations 


. heard in | {der the United Nations Charter, in 
ly h of elpin Sot h roked ; 
‘amilies ti & to resist the unprovoked aggres- 


ln against the Republic of Korea.” 
ag rep? by 
isonel |g jteran Welsh miner's leader S. 0. 
prea gee ten (Merthyr Tydvil) put an amend- 
rothers if A asking that the House 
en, at het? alg XPresses its deep concern at the 
ning, mor fay Tming situation in Korea, and recog- 
ome * A the possibility of another world 
will J eaniict arising therefrom. It therefore 
f wae ais upon the Government to withdraw 
will tities | Uyeetitish naval forces from the affected 
iden ese teoie to give, in accordance with the 
‘ cay | ay Sion of the Cairo Conference in 1943, 
to the mie mi the Moscow Conference in 1945, full 
nst ato ; “nition to the claim of the Korean 


a. dacble for the unification and indepen- 


the ie Brive of their country; to repudiate all 
y of ! uesh commitments which involve on 
t) ' Drege ott any obligation to maintain the 
—— Wort division of the nations of the 
= d into two powerful and dangerously 


T trised hostile groups; and to declare, in 
E Mogi tmity with the Government’s 
alist principles, our determination to 


fail” we every encouragement to all peoples 
nd it the mente for freedom and _ self-govern- 
v oof | . 
or LT 
F what the ‘en the amendment was put, reported 


rae whol? &, News Chronicle, “only one mild voice 
4 *Alsed in its favour.’ The voice was 


e Mi, Of Emrys Hughes (Ayrshre, South). . 
hope al of ki 1 may well have been, but vigorous 
et the was the argument—almost com- 
an" gt? |*hie™ ignored by the national Press— 
ed ; as he advanced. 
rt India 4 ‘te on I am asked,” he said, “ to support 
and to ny , hig qucrnment in a motion which says that 
r to ch ily ig wise fully supports the action taken 
especia © ay bi ajesty’s Government, I regard that 
any rng asked to sign a blank cheque for 
h Gover ' ar, And I wish to say at the com- 
juaem™ ya fact that the Leader of the Opposi- 


hot state the case accurately when 
ed this afternoon that the opposition 


 7au 
t 
— vthe Present policy of the Government 


tray godfined to Communists and to ‘ fellow 
di, ‘llers.’ 


fa, 


janh2ve never been associated with the 
he csed Peace Committee sponsored by 


wr thé ‘boot “pmunist Party. I have kept rigidly 
he telten™ it. As for being a ‘fellow 
of t Gessia by last year I tried to travel In 
will tinment refused a visa by the Soviet 
we « ' 

Want to put the point of view 
red we ich h the policy and methods of war, 
bution, of Mo y..28 been put in the House for over 
rritel “a; Me Cin” ranging from the opposition to 
others og rt ities" War by John Bright, and the 
j rected i ley en to the first World War by Lord 
f Ri aot ition nd by the old ILP, and the op- 
his ® *ho did to the last war put by people 
2 coUMis | lDhy 5."0t share the Communist philo- 
ns in 4! : F point of view. 

m at TE Goverrciate myself from the policy of 
Roo’ sve lie ment with great regret, because 
g to? e LW (as Not th F, 5 A x 

m th eye but tha at this policy will prevent 
‘Ge0 van are it is a step towards a further 
punhs® 1 Ret are of the international policies 
cowntte: i Yoitest po Just as likely to end in the 
ojevotes ld War le catastrophe of all—a third 

“ ; 
allo put * At ‘ % 
grin tHe fy ag legalistic attitude © — 
ur reat Yt ment rt follow the Prime Minister’s 
dnd Yentken in mr, vecause certain action was 
hem tion? follow, Manchukio, and certain policies 
tea) faces . a unich, a parallel situa- 
prRis a ith cris ‘ihe We have to 
= Ag ° ig In 50. 
; 63 ae agile 4 listened to the Prime Minister, 
: Yar”? but ee the position of the world 
‘ unin’ Bir, t if hans in a a cee ean 
i T j 
awe pik " Unt, Weir esy putting the legal c 
' W: 


; XX, heard the Leader of the Op- 
‘od far as I see the position. we 


in wa, this House an embryo Coali- 
the Opposition are uniting 


coalition to be? Is it to be the uncondi- 

tional surrender, not only of North Korea, 

But of Russia, and of China, and the 

whole Communist world? 

“T ask the House to face the fact of the 
situation in Korea. The Prime Minister has 
told us that at the United Nations we have 
46 different nations at our side. But look 
at the other side. Does it not contain three- 
quarters of a continent? 


“Are there not on the other side of the 
fron Curtain, in China, and in Russia, 
hundreds and millions of people who—I do 
not kngw—probably far outnumber the 
people who are represented and give their 
vote to the United Nations Security 
Council? 


“What is the attitude of India? India 
is not wholeheartedly in favour of sup- 
porting the United Nations resolution in 
this matter. It may give theoretical ad- 
herance to this policy, but it is not backing 
it up with force of arms. 


““And so we have to face the inescapable 
fact that the hundreds and millions of 
people of China and Russia, and the whole 
of Europe east of the Iron Curtain, are 
asking about, and looking critically at, the 
action which has been taken. 


“Are we entitled, therefore, to say that 
the United Nations is really an interna- 
tional organisation which is running some 
kind of international police force? 


Eastern viewpoint , 


“T fail to see the parallel, and I wonder 
what will be in people’s minds in Asia, in 
China, and in Russia. They will look at 
the facts. They will have to look at the 
matter from other points of view—for 
instanee, that this is not merely an aggres- 
sion by North Korea, backed by the Soviet 
Union—they look upon it as an aggression 
by capitalist America. 


“That is their point of view, and we 
may haye to face the fact that if we go into 
this war, we will have to go into a war 
against three-quarters of the world. I ask 
the House to look at this matter very care- 
fully before giving a blank cheque for the 
action that has been taken by the United 
Nations at the instigation of the United 
States of America. 


“TI wish that the Soviet Union had gone 
to the Security Council. Had the Russians 
gone there and proposed the veto, what 
would be left of the leading arguments 
of the Government? The Russians would 
have been perfectly entitled to have gone 
to the Security Council and exercised 
their veto. 


“Does anyone say that the same action 
would not then have been taken by the 
Americans in Korea? I cannot see this 
matter from that legal view at all, and 
whether we like it or not, I fail to see how 
we can look at the world today and imagine 
that we are really achieving the objectives 
of the United Nations Organisation that 
are set out in its Charter. 


South Koreans driven into battle 


“What surprises me in this Debate is 
that so very little has been heard about the 
people who are where the war is being 
fought. I read in the Sunday Express on 
Sunday that there was ‘police action” in 
Korea. President Truman said that it is 
not a war, but a police action. I read in 
the Sunday Express also that in a conver- 
sation at American GHQ one of the leading 
American officers had said that the South 
Koreans were being driven into battle by 
their military police. 

“When I saw that I began to realise the 
analozy with the police. Does anyone say 
that there is any wish on the part of the 
peasants of Korea to be associated with the 
Americans? If America wing the war in 
Korea and gets established there, do we 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 
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NFORTUNATE Korea possesses 

an ancient culture with a re- 

corded history going back for over 
2,000 years. 


The Korean people are predominantly of a 
Mongoloid race and their physiognomical 
characteristics and language are quite dis- 
tinct from those of the Chinese and 
Japanese. The country’s population 
(last estimate 29,300,000; U.N. Bulletin 
of Statistics) mainly adheres to Con- 
fucianism, but there are many followers 
of Christian denominations—the work of 
various missions is supported by about 
500,000 Koreans—and there are also 
nearly 200,000 Buddhists. 


35 years of Japanese oppression 


Jy OREA'S annexation by Japan in 1910 
after the latter’s gradual penetration 
following the China-Japanese war in 
1894 and the Russo-Japanese war in 1905 
—reduced the country’s economic posi- 
tion to a_ semi-colonial status. The 
methods of “ Western ’”’ imperialism were 
adopted, such as depriving peasants of 
their land, setting up ‘“‘ development com- 
panies,” controlling finance and admini- 
stration, directing export and import 
trade in favour of Japan, etc. 

An attempt of half-a-million Koreans to 
claim President Wilson’s ‘“ peace aim” of 
national self-determination by means of 
a completely non-violent demonstration in 
Seoul in March 1919 was brutally sup- 


pressed by Japanese police terror 
(attacks, imprisonment and torture of 
hundreds of unarmed people). The 


Korean victims of the assault used the 
method of “ satyagraha,” without know- 
ing Gandhi’s teaching, and the cruelty 
created general disgust. 


The “ 38th Parallel” 


THE restoration of Korea’s independence 
was decided at the Cairo Conference 
(Britain, USA and China) in Dec. 1943. 
The Yalta Agreement (Britain, USA, and 
USSR) in Feb. 1945 divided the country 
(as in Germany and Austria) into two 
parts. North of the “38th parallel” of lati- 
tude the Russian army moved in when 
Japan surrendered and U.S. troops 
occupied the southern part. 
The collapse of the Japanese rule was not 
accompanied by acts of revenge on the 


KOREA 


part of suppressed Koreans. The popu- 
lation cherished the hope, at that time, 
that a new upswing would begin in their 
social, economic and cultural development. 
Unfortunately, the tension between 
“West” and “East” frustrated this 
hope of peaceful Koreans who had no 
interest in power politics but in the rais- 
ing of living standards. 


Geographic and Economic Conditions 


PPHE division entailed considerable 

economic difficulties, as the two parts 
were interdependent. The predominantly 
industrial part was in the “ Russian 
zone” and the Jargest part of this moun- 
tainous country in the “U.S. zone.” 
(In Germany the situation is the reverse). 


Korea is about as large as England and 
Scotland; over three-quarters of her 
population are engaged in agriculture. 
The main crops are rice, soya beans, 
millet and barley. The standard of liv- 
ing of the peasants is much lower than 
that of the Japanese and the latter have 
a bare subsistence level. 


The eastern part of Korea is a difficult ter- 
rain for military operations as the moun- 
tains run parallel to the  coast-line, 
Good harbours are on the western coast, 
—except Fusan, now base of the U.S, 
army at the time of writing. 


Recent developments 


Russia withdrew her troops in Dec. 

~~ 1948 and left the administration of the 
Northern zone to the well-established 
“ popular-democratie " government. The 
U.S. occupational army was evacuated in 
June, 1949, but an advisory staff remained 
in South Kored to train their army. 

As the correspondent of The Times pointed 
out on July 6 (“The Korean Cockpit ”): 
“The South Korean Government, whose 
authority was never great, failed through 
jealousies and sectional interests to meet 
the needs of the peasantry ... (it) was 
weak, rather corrupt...’ The con- 
siderable support of partisans for the 
Northern army appears to be an effect of 
the Government’s unpopular policy. 

A distribution of land among poor peasants 
is being carried out in areas now occu- 
pied by troops of Northern Korea.— It 
seems obvious, that free elections woukd 
result in a victory for a party which 
advocated land reform. F.R. 


imagine that the Russians will decide to 
throw up the sponge, and say: ‘No, we are 
not going to risk the third world war’ ? 
It is an extermely dangerous prophecy to 
make. 


“If the Americans throw back the 
Korean Armies and get settled in the 
territory south of the 38th Parallel, what 
wil? be the effect on Moscow? Will 
Moscow then say: ‘ Yes, we have got to 
talk, and to throw yp the sponge, we have 
got to go back to the United Nations’? 
Or will not there be a school of people in 
the Politburo in Moscow saying: ‘They are 
getting near Russia, they are getting 


near Vladivostock, they are getting 
dangerously near the territory of the 
USSR.’ ? 

When this argument is examined a 


little closer, therefore, I fail to see that 
there is any solid justifieation for the 
argument, which was the main argument 
of the Prime Minister, that by taking this 
action we would stave off the third world 
war. 

“The Leader of the~Opposition did not 
argue in that way. He talked about it as 
if it were a phase of the Third World War. 
He talked about the West. One cannot 
talk about this vossibility of the Third 
World War without talking in terms of 
East and West, and already there is dis- 
quiet expressed in the articles by the mili- 
tary critic of the'-New York Times that this 
may weaken the possible forces in Europe 
as against those in Asia.... 


The great delusion 


“Hon. Members opposite talk about Com- 
munism. The First World War brought 
about the Communist Revolution and a 
totalitarian regime in Soviet Russia. The 
Next World War led to the spreading of 
Communist totalitarian regimes over the 
greater part of Europe. China is Com- 
munist. To say that we are going to win 
a war against Communism, and that if we 
have: this war we can escape the conditions 
which lead inevitably to Communism, is, I 
am afraid, to live under a delusion. 


“Tt is all very well for the Government 
to say: ‘ Yes, but we must help to deal with 
the problems of poverty among hungry 
nations that create Communism.’ If we 
prepare for war we inevitably prepare for 
poverty and the conditions which lead to 
Communism. If we prepare for war, we 
inevitably end in creating Communist con- 
ditions over the greater part of Asia and 
the greater part of Europe.” 


Stormy reception for Mr. Davies 


Mr. Davies’ own speech was reasonably 
well reported. 

“ Before he finished his first sentence,” 
said the Daily Express, “ the Socialists were 
shouting ‘No.’ At the end of the third, 
Tories were objecting loudly.” 

Mr. Davies certainly seemed to rile every- 
one. “Often raising his voice to a shout.” 
jibed the Daily Herald, he “ provoked roars 
of laughter all round the House.” Even the 
Manchester Guardian stooped to call him 


“the momentary darling of the 
Worker.” 


Just how stormy was his reception was 
shown by The Times report: 


“He said that had the position of the 
parties in the House been reversed, and the 
present supporters of the Government 
occupied the Opposition benches, he felt 
pretty confident that an amendment in these 
terms would have been on the Order Paper, 
(Ministerial cries of ‘No’ and ‘ Rubbish.’) 

“The Prime Minister had exhorted them 
to face the reality of the situation, and it 
was that a Third World War was impeding. 
Supporters of the Government might as 
well make up their minds to face the logic 
of the situation. 

“The Prime Minister had dealt with 
North and South Korea as though they were 
two nations, and in consequence most of 
what he had to say was pathetically arti- 
ficial and unreal. . 


“The Leader of the Opposition had not 
been so happy in the House for a long time 
as he was this afternoon. (Loud Opposition 

.Protest and a cry of ‘ Monstrous.’) 

“Tt was pretty obvious to all who 
followed his life that he was never so Pata 
as when all hell in terms of war had been 
let loose on the people of this country. 
(Opposition cries of ‘ Withdraw.’) « 

“The obvious logic of his speech—the 
contruction which millions of people in this 
country wuld put on it—was that it looked 


Daily 


pretty obvious that the United States had: 


built quite a number of atom bombs, that i 
was doubtful in Mr. Churchill’s mind 
whether Russia had any at all, and there- 
fore, now was the time to use those deadly 
re ses caer RE which the 

nite ates ha rought into being. 
(Cries of ‘ No.’) one 


“He would leave that point to the judg- 
ment and good sense of the British people. 
(Opposition cheers). 

“The Government were asking for the 
approval of the House for its declaration of 
war against Korea. The British Govern- 
ment, to his regret, had now aligned them- 
selves on the side of the very much corrupt 
regime of Syngman Rhee, with his as- 
sociates and advisers, the black-marketeers 
and collaborators of the day of Japanese 
occupation, 

“The Government had allowed themselves 
to be drawn into this tragic situation by the 
wholly irregular action of the United States, 
and that in direct violation of the letter 
and spirit of the United Nations Charter. 

He would have expected a Socialist 
Government to have been a little more 
deliberate and more cool-headed and not to 
have plunged headlong in support of the 
reckless Irresponsibility of the United 
States. Were it not for the unprovoked 
aggression of the United States this conflict 
would have finished in a week.” (Laughter). 

With only Emrys Hughes to back him, 
Mr. Davies saw his amendmerft negatived. 
The only two “ opposition ” MPs called upon 
to speak, they occupied one out of the six 
hours given to the debate. Fenner Brock- 
ways motion pressing for mediation, re- 
ported in PN last week, was not called. 


4—PEACE NEWS, July 14, 1950 
That word “solely °’ 


THE FACTS 


ABOUT THE 


ATOMIC DEADLOCK 


By STUART MORRIS, Gen. Sec. Peace Pledge Union 


OTHING shows more clearly the dangerous effect of 
propaganda than the persistent attempt in the face of the 
facts to assert that the Soviet Government is responsible for the 
deadlock in the Atomic Energy Commission of the United Nations, 
because of a continued refusal to permit any system of inspection. 
But it is specially significant to find this falsehood repeated 

in the recent statement issued by the Executive of the Labour 
Party in connection with the British Peace Committee and its 


petition. 


[ is impossible within a short space to 
give the full details of proposals and 
discussions which now cover nearly five 
years, but the following relevant facts are 
sufficient to dispose of this assertion: 


The proposals which formed the basis of 
discussion in the AEC were put forward by 
Mr. Baruch in June 1946 and were a 
variant of the original Lilienthal proposals. 
They involved the setting up of an atomic 
development authority whose functions were 
to include the inspection and licensing of 
atomic plants. 


The American Government refused to 
“ dispose of ” their existing stock of bombs 
until they were assured that a system of 
inspection and control was working 
satisfactorily. 


The acceptance of such proposals as 
they stood would have meant that the 
Soviet Government, in accepting inspec- 
tion, was giving away the secret location 
of her atomic plants and processes—her 
only advantage as compared with the 
possession by America of the atom bomb, 


Further, to have accepted the proposals 
without the disposal by America of exist- 
ing bombs, would have left Russia without 
any real guarantee that America might 
not still retain her stock of bombs on the 
assertion that the system of inspection was 
not satisfactory. 


In rejecting the American scheme the 
Soviet Government proposed that inspec- 
tion and control should operate simul- 
taneously with the disposal of the Ameri- 
can stock pile. They never rejected the 
need of inspection as such; indeed, as 
early as October 28, 1946, Stalin stated 
that ‘a strong international control is 
needed.” 


Russia’s repeated concessions 

The record of subsequent negotiation 
shows that whereas practically no conces- 
sions have come from Britain or America, 
the Soviet Government has made one con- 
cession after another. 


On August 11, 1947, a letter was 
addressed to the Soviet Government asking 
for clarification of their attitude. In their 
answer the Soviet Government said that it 
had “ considered and continued to consider 
the prohibition of atomic weapons and the 
conclusion of an appropriate convention to 
this end as a foremost and urgent task... 
After the conclusion of a convention to 
prohibit atomic weapons another convention 
can and must be concluded to provide for 
Measures for control and inspection.” 

At that time they explained that in 
their view the inspection should be 
periodic, but that “periodic” did not 
mean the carrying out of inspection at 
regular intervals fixed beforehand. What 
they were opposing was the establishment 
yy permanent inspectorate on Russian 
soil. 

Their plan included the scheduling by 
each nation of atomic plants which should 
be open to inspection by an international 
control commission who should also have 
the right to obtain a special warrant to 
inspect any unscheduled plant suspected of 
being used for atomic purposes. 


“Step by step...” 
It may be useful to quote the bulletin of 


American Atomic Scientists in September 
1947: 


“Since the negotiations began 14 
months ago the Russians have conceded 
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step by step: that international. control 
of atomic energy is necessary and should 
include both atomic armaments and 
atomic power for peaceful purposes; that 
it should be exercised by an international 
personnel having unrestricted access to 
all mines, plants and luboratories engaged 
in atomic activities ...” 


On September 25, 1948, the Soviet repre- 
sentative moved as a recommendation in the 
UN Assembly: 


“The establishment of an international 
control body within the framework of the 
Security Council to watch and control the 
carrying out of the measures for the reduc- 
tion of armaments and armed forces and 
for the prohibition of the atomic weapon.” 


In the following month what Sir George 
Thomson called “ undoubtedly a very real 
concession” was made in a resolution 
submitted by the USSR, 

This recommended the AEC to continue 
their work and “to draw up a draft con- 
vention on the prohibition of the atomic 


weapon and a convention on the establish-' 


ment of efficient international control—both 
conventions to be signed and put into effect 
simultaneously.” 


So far as the operations of an_inter- 
national control commission operating 
under the Security Council would be con- 
cerned the Soviet Government have made it 
clear that they would not regard the veto 
as applying in any question of inspection. 


What Vyshinsky said 


Finally, the report of the proceedings of 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, September 20 to December 10, 
1949, contains the full text of the proposals 
made by Mr. Vyshinsky, amongst which 
occurs: 


“ Just as civilised nations long since cons 
J 


demned as a heinous crime against humanity | 


the use of poisonous gases the General 
Assembly regards the use of atomic 
weapons and other means of mass destruc- 
tion as being contrary to the consciencg and 
honour of the nation and incompatible with 
membership of the United Nations, and 
considers as inadmissible any further delay 
in the adoption of practical measures for 
the unconditional prohibition of atomie 
weapons and the establishment of appro- 
priate strict international control.” 

In the face of such facts it is cleog that 
so far from opposing international inspec- 
tion the Soviet Government have been in- 
sisting on it as an essential part of the 
work of the United Nations. 


GBS AND THE 


The Daily Worker has been asking a num- 


sber of famous men and women to answer 


the question: “Why do you believe atomic 
weapons should be banned.” 
On June 29 a statement from G. Bernard 


George Bernard Shaw: 


WHAT on earth is the use of all this 

pious argy-bargy about Peace Peti- 
tions and weapon banning? It has been 
going on for 8,000 years to our knowledge, 
and probably for 18 thousand before that. 


Is the Bible not good enough? Are the 
Indian Jainist scriptures not good enough ? 
Have they ever stopped a war ? 


Have cries for the banning of new 
weapons from the substitution of archery 
for clubs and pikes at the battle of Agin- 
court to our use of the atom bomb at Hiro- 
shima (both of them British innovations) 
ever given the slightest security against 
their future employment ? 


Weapons have always banned themselves 
when they have proved as dangerous to 
aggressors as to defenders. In the Crimean 
War chloride of nitrogen was ruled out on 
this ground. In the 1914-18 war explosive 
bullets were ruled out after our officers had 
begun using them. 


In the 1939-45 war poison gas was dis- 
used. In the next war the hydrogen bomb 
will ban itself in the same fashion, to be 
replaced by pathogenic. microbes or some 
other devilry. 


And will the present Government accede 
to a Peace Petition which asks Cabinet 
Ministers to brand themselves as war crimi- 
nals because they were parties to the Hiro- 
shima horror ? 


Our business as Pacifists is to find out 
how to prevent war, not to preach about it. 


Until we know, we had better hold our 


tongues and stop wasting 
plagiarising the Gospels. 


our time 


The “police 


Morals Since 1900, by Gerald Heard (The 20th Century Histories). Andrew Dakers 


Ltd., 12s. 6d. 


OR one of a series presumably 
intended for the “general 
reader” this book suffers from 


serious handicaps. 

It bears signs of having been hurriedly 
written; it is carelessly printed and edited; 
errors in grammar and spelling (reminis- 
cent of an undergrad exam paper) are not 
infrequent. The author’s style, as in some 
of his other works, is involved and occa- 
sionally obscure. His manner recalls Rus- 
kin in its erudite allusiveness, its partiality 
to metaphors from nature and art, its fond- 
ness for an excursus, and its proneness to 
pontificate. 

Those who are prepared to surmount these 
obstacles will find Gerald Heard as usual 
original in outlook and stimulating in ap- 
proach; they will be moved furiously to 
think and often violently to differ. 

The book can hardly be described as a 
historical study of the development of 
morals in the last half century. After an 
introductory study of “the Folitical Pro- 
cess,’ Heard discusses “the Moral Effects 
of Pure Research,” and concludes by esti- 
mating the period in terms of “ the Three 
Criteria of Civilisation ””—Law, Education 
and Health.” The curious classification of 
the “Moral Laws” as those relating to 
Force, Sex, Wealth, the Given Word, and 
Thought, seems to be adopted rather be- 
cause Heard felt that he had something 
to says on these topics (as indeed he has) 
than because of their intrinsic appropriate- 
ness or comprehensive scope. He is indeed 
rather a discursive essayist, in the tradition 
of Macaulay, than the ordered expositor of 
a thesis. 

Present readers will probably be most in- 
terested in the treatment of Force, where 
the main line of argument appears to be 
that the organisation of Force in the form 
of Armies is giving place to its organisa- 
tion in the form of “Police.” This seems 
rather a forecast than a retrospect of the 
period of two World Wars. In view of 
the militarist proclivity for identifying 
“police” and “military” force, and utilising 
the former to justify the latter, a clear dis- 
tinction between the two is, from the paci- 
fist angle, desirable. Heard rightly asserts 
that “the important factor in police force 
is that it is, as armies cannot be, preven- 
tive’; but implies that it tends to be used 
for ‘the prevention of good as much as of 
evil; “a force given as its assignment the 
preservation of order ... and as its tech- 
nique prevention rather than cure .... 
from stopping dangerous actions will move 
to dissipating dangerous thoughts.” 

Among the numerous challenging and 
debatable propositions which Heard affirms 
are that the doctor has tended to super- 
sede the priest and the teacher in the con- 


' fidence of the public, a trust for which he 


is disqualified by the materialistic assump- 
tions of his science. Or again, that “the 
practical outcome of Gandhi’s huge moral 
effort ...hags been to ignite wars in 
India,” and to involve the Indian Govern- 
ment in the “compromises and disingenui- 
ties of power politics.” That “Socialism, 
being materialistic, had to depend in- 
creasingly on physical force”’ is true cf the 
Socialism of Marx, perhaps of Morrison; 
certainly not of that of Keir Hardie or 
George Lansbury. 


BANNING OF THE ATOM BOMB 


Shaw appeared, followed by a reply from 
J. R. Campbell, editor of the Daily Worker. 
Both appear below, with acknowledgement 
to the Daily Worker, along with a comment 
by Sybil Morrison, PPU Campaign Officer. 


J. R. Campbell: 


HAVE we misunderstood Mr. Shaw? Is 

he arguing that because we have failed 
to achieve certain things in the past, we will 
go on failing in the future ? 


We cannot accept such an un-Shavian 
suggestion. 


History knows no horrors comparable 
with that of atomic warfare. That is why 
the World Peace Committee is making the 
prohibition of the atom bomb the-first step 


in the struggle for a general peace 
settlement. 
They are guiltless of what Mr. Shaw 


accused them of, namely, putting forward 
this demand as a panacea divorced from a 
serious all-round effort to prevent war. 


Millions of people, horrified by the pros- 
pect of an atomic holocaust, can be brought 
into the struggle to ban the bomb, as the 
first step in a general peace effort. 


Of course, the atoni bomb was most dan- 
a when it was the monopoly of the 
S. 


The ending of that monopoly has made an 
agreement prohibiting the use of the bomb 
more feasible, and this is what the Peace 
Petition is designed to bring about. 


Such an agreement would relax the war 
tension, render people less liable to out- 
bursts of war hysteria, and enable the other 
problems connected with peace to be dis- 
cussed in a calmer atmosphere. 


No doubt as soon as atomic devilry is 
prohibited, some new devilry will be 
invented. That is hardly a reason for re- 
fusing to tackle the present devilry and the 
present antagonisms which are disturbing 
the peace of the world. 
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“If you want peace, prepare for war” 


THIS 


POLICY SPELLS 


DISASTER FOR KOREA 


By T. Corder Catchpool 


FEW weeks ago, following the interview with Mr. Bevin by a 
delegation from the National Peace Council, I wrote in Peace News 


red some measure of success. 


4 I little thought that within a few weeks that policy would 
We advanced from the cold stage to the hot—from the 
Mparation of 
Udden use in 


Meading a con 


of the world’s powder magazines. 


Si vis pacem... 


ole This policy, whether in the form of armed preparedness 
to til | of actual preventive war, is one and the same. 
© right to suspect the argument: “only make yourself 


armaments to stop the outbreak of war to their 
the attempt to stamp out and prevent from 
flagration where someone had flung a brand into 


4at the policy of “Si vis pacem para bellum ” was in full operation, and 
8 evidently considered by our highest authorities already to have 
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sanction by sending its fleet to Formosa, 
on the ground of that island’s strategic im- 
portance—action which might without much 
straining of terms be regarded as agegres- 
sion against Communist China. 


Look at the map 


Next take a look at the map of those Far 
Korea is regarded by the 
Western Powers as a dagger pointed at 


rts, Hors | “ng enough and the enemy won't attack you.” Para bellum, 
ynists, Ante at when carried on at unprecedented tempo and with weapons 
ists; semi’ | * Unprecedented destructivity, has not prevented the outbreak 
our Gover | thr 285. and only the easily optimistic can feel much confidence 
ts, Fasci8™ | .5* this second or hot phase of the policy is any more likely 
up for re™ | “8 successful, at least beyond a limited and temporary extent. 
nionated, e Th What are the chances of success in extinguishing the blaze 
aby pened Korea, and preventing it from spreading into a world-war? 
dec s 
Se aol Disturbing features 
Hom oitics be, Let us note first some disturbing features of the situation. 
ties. Fr traint and restriction in military action to stop aggression 
that go ye already been flung to the winds. Only a day or two after 
iford. i Attlee in Parliament gave assurance that armed interven- 
smile {0% Kan Would be confined south of the 38th Parallel, the North 
The pub? 4 "an airfields, supply bases, lines of communication, and the 
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police action to a bunch of 


N this sounds rather like wishful think- 
For the present, it was also stated, 
‘SS. ground troops would be employed; 
Within a week of the original explosion 
are already in the front line. So much 
limiting the conflagration. 


The role of UN 


OW let us look at the role assigned to 
MN the crisis. For months past Russia 
Tefused to sit on the Council because 
Place of China is still occupied by the 


at Ulesentative of Chiang’s discredited Kuo- 


tanp ; ache 
; and ng 12, in refuge on Formosa; whilst the 
J oe of i Pesent Government of all China, recognised 
mment of fh ireat Britain and other countries, 
me Chaat Gath not by the USA, is denied the 
ay: A Cil seat which recognition implies. 
| in Mr in this is an anomalous situation which, 
necessat Brie of the aggression in Koera, the 
ling tp “sh, Government has now decided not 
for poet? ® rectify, 
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TYSO: Chap UN can legally function, as the 
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UggyPermanent members, i.e. including 
B and China, for resolutions such as 
taken on Korea. 
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fature on the U.S. side: a Bible, 
aith in God,” lying beside the 
/ 


It would, however, seem reasonable to 
suppose that this “aircraft carrier” within 
easy bombing distance of great Chinese and 
Russian cities and vital centres, and manned 
by a potential enemy, must appear a far 
greater menace to Russia and China than a 
peninsular projecting from their continent 
could possibly be to America, in another 
hemisphere and 5,000 miles away—the more 
so when that peninsular is occupied not by 
themselves but by the USA, if not with 
troops, at least by military and other 
establishments, 


Foreign domination of South Korea could | 


only be justified by recognising the area as 
of world strategic importance and placing 
it, together with Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Aden, Suez, Gibraltar, Panama and all such 
strategic places, under international con- 
trol, in temporary trust for the Korean 
people, and in the interests of World 
Government, 


Is UN dead? 


This brings us back to the possibility of 
true international action in the present dan- 
gerous situation. Mr. Acheson claims that 
prompt U.S, intervention is saving the UN 
in face of a direct challenge to its survival, 

It might reasonably be claimed that 

U.S, persistence in refusing a seat on the 

Security Council] to Communist China had 

ee GY challenged the survival of the 


For that refusal caused the complete 
withdrawal of the USSR, drove still deeper 
the wedge splitting the world into two 
parts, and paralysed al! further UN acti- 
vities. That is why the Secretary-General 
recently flew to Moscow. 


UN had, it is true, virtually ceased to 
serve as a World Assembly (though not its 
beneficent functional organs) through 
Russia's persistent use of the Veto. It was 
already moribund. America’s attitude and 
action, claimed to have rescued it, might 
just as well be represented as giving the 
coup-de grace. 

For UN denotes a United World. If the 
world is not united, whilst one half is pitted 
angrily against the other, can it truly be 
said to live and function at all? 


Is Russia more likely to co-operate in 
future, or less, a8 a result of the action 
| which America is now taking? 


If less, that attion may have killed UN 
as a Tribunal of the whole world beyond 
recovery. p 


The way of healing 


Healing cannot come to the world through 
acts which drive the steel still deeper, or 
cast the atom bomb which a British MP 
already wants to use. Let us put from our 
minds all the talk about military action 
saving world peace. 


A year ago the dangerous Berlin blockade 
was ended by the (unexceptionable) 
method of the Air-Lift, but did that end the 
cold-war? Our present plight is the 
answer. 


This planet Earth is packed with dyna- 
mite. If a fuse is lighted in any one of the 
danger zones, we may be able to pull it out 

| before explosion occurs, as in Berlin; or we 
!may blow up the whole particular dump, 
as in Korea, and rock the world. There is 


Pacifist Portraits 


NE might, perhaps, guess from 
the last syllable of his surname 
that Heinz Kraschutzki was not of 
pure German descent but had a 
Slavonic ancestor somewhere. He 
was, in fact, born in Danzig, that 
debatable land which for more than 
six hundred years has been claimed 
by both Prussia and Poland and 
which each in turn has controlled for 
long periods. 


It is not surprising, therefore, that all 
his life he has been greatly concerned with 
what is now one of the major problems of 
our time: the way in which relationships 
between Eastern and Western Europe may 
be improved. 

He might have avoided trouble if he had 
become a partisan of either side, or if he 
had conformed to the requirements of each 
as occasion demanded, but his habits of 
independent thought and determined action 
took him along a less comfortable road. 


When he was born in 1891 Danzig had 
been a Prussian city for over 70 years. His 
father was a German officer, and he joined 
the navy when he was 19. He served 
through the first world war, but before the 
end of it he became convinced that his 
country was fighting an unjust cause and 
would lose. 

When the end came in 1918 he took part 
in the German naval rebellion and was 
elected to the Revolutionary Council by the 
crew of the mine-sweeper in which he was 
serving. 

After the war was over he retired from 
the navy, married, and became manager of 
a factory which made fishing nets, but he 
aid not settle down to an easy, uneventful 
life. 

Becoming a complete pacifist, he joined 
the German Peace Society in 1923, and the 
War Resisters’ International a year or so 
later. 

When he lost his job in 1926 he became 
co-editor of the pacifist weekly Das Andere 
Deutschland (‘The Other Germony ”). He 
wrote chiefly on colonial affairs, racial con- 
flicts and Polish-German relations, but got 
into trouble with the authorities over a 
different matter. y 

He was indicted before the Supreme 
Court for publishing news about the 
clandestine re-armament of Germany, and 
in February, 1932, he escaped from the 
country and fled to Spain, where he settled 
on the island of Mallorca. 
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From this vantage point he continued to 
write, and his articles, although banned in 
Germany, were frequently published in the 
press of neighbouring countries—Belgium, 
Holland, Poland and Alsatia. 


In 1934 a decree 

of the National = 
Socialist Govern- ) 
ment deprived him | — 
of his citizenship | 

and made him a! 
stateless ‘“ displaced 
person.” The cam-, 
paign continued un- 
til August 1936, ) 
when the German ! 
Consul at Palma! 
persuaded _ the 
Spanish Fascist au- 
thorities to arrest 
him. He was sen- 
tenced to 30 years’ 


t 
} 


imprisonment and HEINZ 
with one brief inter- KRASCHUTZKI 
ruption spent the 


next nine years in various Spanish prisons. 

The War Resisters’ International used 
every means in its power to secure his 
release. When the war was at last over 
they were successful, and at the end of 
1945 Heinz Kraschutzki returned to the 
still-smoking ruins of his country. He 
found his family all alive except the 
youngest son, who is still missing, became 
once more a German citizen, and started to 
take up the threads of life again. 


He was appointed lecturer in history at 
a teachers’ academy at Potsdam, which is 
in the Russian zone of occupation. Not 
altogether surprisingly, his view of his- 
torical fact and theory did not conform to 
Marxist doctrine and in February, 1948, 
he was dismissed from hjs post on the in- 
structions of the Russian Military 
Governor. 


He has since moved to the British Sector 
of Berlin, and is now chief educator at the 
Juvenile Prison. 


Heinz Kraschutzki is one of the leading 
pacitists in Germany and well known 
throughout the world. He is a member of 
the Council of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national and visited Basle in 1947, Den- 
mark in 1948 and the World Pacifist Meet- 
ing at Santiniketan (India) last year. 

His special interest is still as of old, but 
for him relations between Poland and Ger- 
many are now enlarged to those between 
Eastern and Western Europe, and far be- 
yond them to the great systems of East and 
West which they represent. 


WAR F ILMS: Critic applauds critic 


ETER CRAIG RAYMOND 

writes: The task of the arts 
critic is never classifiable as one of 
the simplest jobs in the world. But 
the critic who relates art to truth, as 
he sees it, is in an even more difficult 
position. 


Except in a very few papers (such as 
Peace News), the truth, even in art, has to 
be coated in one way or another. 


Thus | find great encouragement from 
the very rare examples of “difficult” materi- 
al from the pens of my fellow-critics slip- 
ping past the sub-editors’ tables. 


Caroline Lejeune worked the oracle in 
The Observer of July 2. Writing about 
Sands of Iwo Jima, yet another “ Hail the 
conquering warmakers” epic reel of cellu- 
loid, Miss Lejeune had these comments to 
make: 

“This is an officially sponsored film, 
ostensibly recording a dearly-paid-for vic- 
tory in Pacific warfare. The synopsis de- 
scribes this dreadful episode as ‘High Ad- 
venture in the South Pacific.’ Under this 
screaming headline it presents a picture of 
the sergeant in command, captioned ‘ Two- 
fisted Stryker will win the hearts of every- 
one ! 


“War is wonderful, Hollywood seems 
to suggest: and if anyone still maintains 
that films of this kind will discourage 
the peoples of the world from fighting, it 
might be recalled that such things as 
this were lately designed to keep up the 
morale of combatants, given priority 
propaganda value by all nations in the 
last great war.” 


Miss Lejeune sees in Sands of Iwo Jima 
a dangerous portent, and the possibility of 
providing propaganda of a highly inflama- 
tory kind. 


We in Peace News so see it too—the 


plenty of ammunition stored in other places 
too; and both halves of the world are fran- 
tically engaged in stockpiling more and 
more. If such crises continue, chain fission 
may one day be our final fate. No security 
or salvation lies that way. 


Those responsible for military interven- 
tion in Korea may be doing what they be- 
Heve to be right; may believe as Mr. 
Acheson said, “there is no other way to 
maintain a righteous peace.” They may 
agree with the U.S. Ambassador to London, 
that we are now as always combined with 
his country in a very great and noble cause. 

But healing can only come to the world 
through patient persistence in acts whic> 


tend to draw the wounded and separate 


parts together again; only so can world 
peace be secured. 


news that a dozen more war films are on 
their way is not scheduled for the more 
pleasant part of our filing system. Thus it 
is of great encouragement to find the Ob- 
server's critic getting some warning acros3 
to her considerable public. But we would 
warn her that such “truth writing” does 
not increase her security in the giant me- 
diums of our free Press. 


From Peace News, July 12, 1940 

“Why do you say, ‘Democracy can only 
be saved through non-violence?'’" That 
question has been put to Mr. M. K. Ghandi 
by an American friend. Here is the 
answer, as published in his weekly paper, 
© Harijan.” 

Because, democracy, so long as it is sus- 
tained by violence cannot provide for or 
protect the weak. My notion of democracy 
is that under it the weakest should have the 
same opportunity as the strongest. That 
can never happen except through non- 
violence. 

No country in the world today shows any 
but patronising regard for the weak. The 
weakest, you say, go to the wall. Take your 
own case. Your land is owned by a few 
capitalist owners. The same is true of 
South Africa. These large holdings cannot 
be sustained except through violence. 

Western democracy, as it functions 
today, is diluted Nazism or Fascism. Why 
is there the war today, if tt is not for the 
satisfaction of the desire to share the 
spoils, 

It was not through democratic methoda 
that Britain bagged India. What is the 
meaning of South Africa democracy ? 
Its very constitution has been drawn to 
protect the white man against the coloured 
man, the natural occupant. Your own his- 
tory is perhaps blacker still, in spite of 
what the Northern States did for the aboli- 
tion of slavery.’ The way you have treated 
the negro presents a discreditable record. 

Your wars will never ensure safety for 
democracy. 

= 


“The Maginot Line may be said to ex- 


tend right along the eastern frontiers from 
the Channel to the Mediterranean.” ; 


—The Times Special Correspon- 
dent with the French Forces, 
Jan. 10, 1940. 


“Probably the greatest blunder of all 


{ was the absurd belief fostered in the public 


| mind that the Maginot Line extended from 
the Channel to the Mediterranean.” 


—The _ Times Correspondent 
“lately with the French 
forces,” June 25, 1940. 
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T is still possible to resume 

“fruitful negotiations,” con- 
cludes Peace Action, organ of 
the American National Council 
for Prevention of War, in a 
survey of the three-year dis- 
armament deadlock ‘between 
Russia and the U.S. 


It summarises the situation (giving 
the facts as related in this issue on 
page 4) emphasising the fact that all 
concessions so far have been made by 
the Soviet Union, and advocates for 
the future the admissiea of Commun- 
ist China to the United Nations and 
the adoption of Senator Tydings’ re- 
commendation that the committees 
on conventional armaments and ato- 
mic weapons should be merged prior 
to discussion. 


Who Rules 


STATE Department pol] in 

the USA recently showed 

70 per cent. in favour of a fresh 

approach to Russia; though 

many were sceptical about its 
success. 


Whether the 70 per cent. will raise 
their voices in time is another mat- 
ter; and if they did, whethey the 
State Department would or could 
listen. Who now rules America — 


asks the US National Council against shocked; the Tory front benchers 
Conscription, in a timely pamphlet— murmured disapproval; Labour MPs 
Congress or the Military ? shouted; Mr. Speaker promptly told 
The Selective Service Act of 1948 the offender that he was out of order 
was passed says the and the House of 
leaflet, on a false Commons hurried on 
report that “ Rus- to the next ques- 
sian troops were on tion. 
the move.” This PACI i. | ST Most people 
fact was revealed in agreed, he writes, 
the Hoover Com- that Major Peter 
mission Report on Roberts had — said 


Government  Re- 
organisation, which 
also observed then 
that “the military 
have picked up the ball of national 
policy and are running down the field 
with it. Congress is practically 
helpless.” 


_ That the players now insist on act- 
ing as their own referee makes it 
even more difficult to appeal for rea- 
son or fair play. 


Unholy Alliance 


HE effect of military train- 

ing on American students 

is discussed in an article in the 

June “ Fellowship,” journal of 
the American FoR. 


The chief danger, it is suggested, 
is the identification of militarism 
with the government: to the student, 
a benevolent government that pays 
his fees and furthers his career. In 
return, he is likely to co-operate 
wholeheartedly fn government 
schemes of research and administra- 
tion, both from gratitude and for his 
own security. But the terms of refer- 
ence of these schemes, says “Fellow- 
ship,” are largely established by the 
military; the trend towards totali- 
tarianism can best be stopped by dis- 
solving the partnership between 
militarism and education. 


Out of the mouths... 


HETHER youth ean itself 

resist militarisation may 
shortly be demonstrated in 
Japan. 


After celebrating the World Day 
of Prayer in February last—reports 
“Fellowship’—six hundred Japanese 
schoolgirls drew. up a letter which 
was sent to President Truman, Pre- 
mier Stalin and Mr. Trygve Lie. Re- 
calling how the city of Hiroshima was 
burned to_ashes in a few seconds, 
they wrote: “The ‘leaders of each 
country say that they will use 
weapons as a means to peace. But 
as long as weapons exist we firmly 
believe that we cannot hope for true 
peace. We pray that the large sums 
used for armaments will be turned 
to render services for the happiness 
of mankind.” 

There were young people in Japan, 
they said, who would refuse to go to 
war. The general reaction to Hiro- 
shima was: “TI don’t want to give 
this suffering to anyone else.” 


Without Honour 


OW little we have learned 

in 25 years is shown from 
a copy of the House of Commons 
debate on Army Estimates for 
1924-5, which a reader has 
forwarded. 


A motion to reduce the army by 
150,000 men was supported by George 
Lansbury, Ernest Thurtle and Walter 
Ayles. George Lansbury’s words on 


| NEVER TOO LATE 


PARADE 


that occasion have ominously 
familiar ring: 

“As I see things today, this 
Western civilisation and this coun- 
try of ours, which a pacifist can 
love as much as the most ultra- 
militarist in the world, are at the 
parting of the ways. Either hu- 
manity, of which England is a part, 
is going forward or it is going 
backward. As I see it, this terrible 
prediction of what is-going to be 
the result of the war in the air 
fills me with dismay for this civilis- 
ation. I have toiled, and many of 
you have toiled, to bring about 
social reform. I feel that all our 
work and all our energy will be 
thrown away unless we can stop this 
mad race of armaments, unless we 
can find a more excellent way.” 


Mr. Ayles still sits in the House as 
Labour MP for Southall. 


Bombshell 


N a recent issue of Forward, 

Mr. Emrys Hughes, MP, des- 
cribes the scene in the House 
when Major Peter Roberts asked 
the Prime Minister to consider 
the question of dropping the 
atom bomb in Korea. 


“The House of Commons gasped. 
Mr. Winston Churchill looked round 


an 


something bordering 
on the obscene. And 
the Tory Party was 
obliged to declare 
that “it in no way represents the 
views of the Conservative Party.” 


But, says Mr. Hughes, this reaction 
was largely due to shock; afterwards 
MPs were able to discuss the matter 
more calmly, and even to see the logic 
of Major Roberts’ suggestion. Never- 
theless, it is reassuring to know that, 
in unguarded moments, natural good- 
ness will out—even in the House of 
Commons. 


Democracy Newly Defined 


HE following quotation js 


taken from Salute, an 
American trade periodical: 


“If any of our readers have pipe 
dreams about heading for South 
America and setting up a uniform 
shop there... my advice is to stick 
to the good old USA. ... Except 
for the Military, people aren’t near- 
ly as uniform-minded in those 
countries as they are in the USA. 
ee | feel, however, that a superior 
uniform, just like a superior auto- 
mobile, radio or refrigerator, is one 
of the fruits of our democratic way 
of life.” 


Can it be that Costa Rica’s abolition 
of her army is beginning to influence 
the Republie’s Southern neighbours ? 


Roger Page 


HIS many friends will be sorry to 

- learn that Roger Page, PN 
Director now visiting Australia, was 
involved in a slight accident when the 
ear in which he was being taken to a 
meeting skidded into a bank. He 
suffered some concussion and injuries 
to the forehead and left hand. As he 
was kept in hospital for five days, all 
his engagements in South Australia 
had to be cancelled. However, Roger 
has made good recovery and is ex- 
pected back in England later this 
month. 


UNESCO 


S it possible for any disinterested 

organisation to exert an influence 
on international affairs in their 
present state? 


A doubt is suggested in the mind of 
Mr. James Torres Bodet, Mexico’s 
Director-General of Unesco, by his 
sudden resignation during the recent 
general conference at Florence. This 
surprise move, reports United Nations 
News, followed a committee debate on 
three resolutions dealing with 
Unesco’s work on behalf of peace. 
Mr. Bodet told the conference that 
participating countries seemed pre- 
ee to condemn Unesco to a minor 
role. 


Subsequently, the Director-General 
was prevailed on to withdraw his 
resignation, after delegates of all 
fifty-nine attending countries had 
urged him to remain. 


MARGARET TIMS 


Letters to 


Open Letter to Labour pacifists 


PPHE Debate in the House of Commons on 

the 6th inst., must be a sad blow to all 
of us. The Government asked the House 
to endorse its policy of armed intervention 
in Korea and not one vote was cast against 
that endorsement. You have told me in the 
past that you were doing more good inside 
the Labour Party than 1 could ever hope to 
do in the ILP. Tnis debate and the complete 
failure of the Labour Pacifist members to 
call for a divisien and face the world on the 
principles they are supposed to hold, is the 
measure of your success. 

What now comrades? How can we 
trust ouxy cause to these members who fall 
at the first hurdle. What is going to hap- 
pen in the event of a declaration of war ? 
he daily press can say “ The Country is 
United” and they say it with justification 
so tar as the House of Communs is con- 
cerned, but we outside that body, have a 
responsibility to International Pacifism. 

YVhe present Parliamentary  Pacifists, 
with rare exceptions, have failed us in that 
their loyalty to the Labour Party is greater 
than their loyalty to Pacifism. We should 
write them otf now, and commence at once 
to build a new opposition to the war parties. 

As a pacifist, a member of the NAC of 
the ILP I invite all Socialist Pacifists to 
come into the ILP, to work now to build up 
a strong anti-war party ready to challenge 
the united Labour-fory-Libera] war-parties 
at by-elections and in the General Election, 
and thereby to bring to the people that 
chance to show their opposition to war 
which the Parliamentary Pacifists have 
failed to bring forward in the House. 

FRED G. BARTON 
77 Derbyshire Lane, 
Stretford, Manchester. 


Britain’s responsibility to Europe 


T is a delusion to believe that the cause 
of unity or peace is served by creating 
greater and greater aggregations of people 
in associations, groups or states. Mass 
power-concentrations invariably produce 
the opposite effect. 

This is why the article entitled “ A Warn- 
ing,” which appeared in the Observer, June 
25, by “ A Student of Europe” will doubt- 
less have appeared to your readers as 
dangerous. 

It the power-politics of Europe are out- 
of-date, as this writer rightly affirms, are 
they not out-of-date the world over? 

Instead of devolution in federation as the 
basis of achieving’ world unity, the mass 
western power-biock of a New Atlantic 
community is advocated—with the USA as 
its centre. A more directly provocative 
proposal could not be made: it would 
heighten the existing tension between the 
two leviathans, the USA and the USSR to 
explosion point and world war. 

Just as the American economic contribu- 
tion is great and necessary to Europe and 
the worid so is the cultural reality that is 
Europe. It is this that must be preserved: 
for it is here, through the Christian tradi- 
tion that the idea of personality, with the 
liberty and dignity of man, has_ been 
developed. This is Britain’s inheritance 
from Hurope and, at this fateful time, she 
has a responsibility to lead Europe to re- 
naissance as well as economic integration. 
At present she lags shamelessly behind. 

In this irresponsible Observer article no 
mention is even made of Britain or the 
British Commonwealth. Yet Britain, with 
Europe and the Commonwealth must inter- 
mediate between the conflicting nations as 
a centre of stability and guidance for the 
sake of the peace of man and world order. 

R. G. WRUGH 
82 Regents Park Road, 
London, N,W.1. 


Manifesto defeats its own ends 


I VERY greatly deplore the attitude of 

the PPU National Council in its Mani- 
festo towards the work of the British Peace 
Committee and its regrettable decision not 
to co-operate with that body in its work 
for peace. s 

Members of the Peace Pledge Union are 
advised not to sign the BPC’s Peace Peti- 
tion for the reason that the desire for 
peace springs from divergent motives. 

Surely, the events of the last week should 
canvince us of the urgency to unite with all 
who desire peace, without too particular a 
probing into “ motives.” Can any one of 
us in the last analysis be so sure of the un- 
alloyed purity of our own motives? And 
who is to be the judge, the final arbiter ? 

What are, in fact, these sinister “motives” 
that are being constantly attributed to the 
BPC and to the Communists in promoting 
their work for peace ? 

Even if we pacifists have not a religious 
standpoint in common with the BPC or with 
Communists, can we not meet upon the com- 
mon ground of peace and justice to the 
oppressed ? 

Can it be possible that it is the very suc- 
cess of this Petition, now being signed with 
eager enthusiasm by the common people of 
all countries—of the USA, of Communist 
and non-Communist countries alike—can it 
be that which has aroused the envy and 
hostility of pacifists, as well as of war- 
mongers? Let us not range ourselves on 
the side of the enemies of peace ! 

For myself, speaking as a PPU member 
of long standing, this Manifesto defeats its 
own ends. I now feel convinced that it is 
better to work for the Petition, which is a 


positive contribution towards peace, than | 


to take up a negative “holier than thou” 
attitude, and to retire into an ivory tower 
of isolationalism, especially in view of the 
extreme gravity of world affairs. 


The “bigger and better’ bombs, should 


the Editor 


they again fall, will not be so discrimma 


CON 


Start Mo 


ting. To quote a recently heard remay Ht view of 


“It will be easier to die with Commun's 
than to live with them.” 


(Miss) ALICE D. SALTER 


8 Hillsborough Avenue, 
Exeter. 


PPU and Communist Peace 
Movement 


T[THE manifesto issued by the PPU Coun 
cil urged caution on pacifists © 
operating with Communists in any pe 
movement. x 
That advice is wise. Your leading artic 
shows that there are only “ trivial differ 
ences” between the Churches’ justificatia? 
in resorting to violence in war and the Col 
munist belief in the use of violent mea™@ 
towards their ends. 


The PPU Council should have rimiteg 
their advice to exercising “ caution,” 4 
to reminding members to put their pacifism 
first. Whatever the dangers of workiMe 
in movements to which Communists # 
attached, there are graver dangers In nd 
allowing members (including officials 
exercise their own judgment. of 

There are so many different types of 
pacifists in the PPU. Some can join we 
non-pacifists without any danger of Josie 


their identity and can even hope to a 
fluence those who may be converted to a} of 


lute pacifism through the realisation > 
the folly of this particular threatened ¥* 
with Russia. , 
Where Peace Committees are thus unde 
the influence of nacifist members, 7 
Manifesto will only add to the latters’ ha 


tasks. 
RICHENDA LEE 
3 Stoke Avenue, 
Stoke Park, Coventry. 


The BPC Petition 
WeE cannot understand why the National 
Council of the PPU should feel tM, 
fundamental differences of principle va 
the Communist Party render it necessary e 
discourage PPU members from signing”, 
British Peace Committee Petition, ¢4 vol" 
for the cessation of atomic manufacture * 
purposes of war. pu 
It is quite comprehensible, that the Pre 
cannot be affiliated to any politic. per 
and that it cannot co-operate with 9. 
British Union of Fascists, the Brits 
People’s Party or the Communist” Party’ 
Presumably none of these organisations 
officially working for peace. n 
But it is surely carrying matters to? 
extreme when we members of the PPU ae 
asked not to sign a Petition brought fo 
ward by the British Peace Committee 1 | 
thing we all desire, namely the outlawins y7 
atomic warfare. It is a fifst step; 5! pe 
we not gladly sign and urge that its sol 
be extended ? to 
The All-Bucks Peace Movement seen’ n 
have expressed the issue succinctly W 
it was emphasised there that the “S_. 
guard is in the hands of the non-Crris 
munists who are in a vast majority. 
seems to us a more positive and he ing 
attitude than the negative and discourse, 
one of refusing to sign a Petition W 
asks for any degree of disarmament. — 
LUCY 0, KINGSTO® 
ROSAMUND JACOP 
17 Charleville Road, 
Rathmines, 
Dublin. 


- ist 
Peace Committee is not Commu” 


nt 
J READ, with astonishment the stems: 
made in the article in Peace | nist 
“ PPU National Council and the Com™ 

Peace Movement.” ne 
It is perfectly true that the Peace tional 
mittee is not pacifist, neither is the aber i 
Peace Council. The Peace Commll*,,.y- 
not Communist—it is under Workers and 
trol. Hence the reason that the dollar ress 

sterling—controlled Countries and 
have called it Communist. gto 6 
I did not expect a lie of that kin’. “and 
expressed and supported by the PP» vith 
I shall continue my efforts for peace oace 

my work-mates through the 


Cammittee. rai MACKENZIE 


43 Devon Road, 
Watford, Herts. 


Stockholm Appeal 


MP.HANK you ever so much 
* News, so kindly sent to me 
weeks. : 4 for 
We all here are working har 
and progress. No one wants P 
signed the Appeal of the Stockholm 
Congress of Defenders of the 
manding the absolute banning ||, 
weapons, and hope you all did S° zis 
MARIANNE 


for 


ce 
every thre? 


ee Bad Berka, 
huringia, 
15a Kussian Zone, Germany. 
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> diserimina- 


Suart Morris replies 
ard remarm: 


Communists idx view of several requests for informa- 
tion the following indicates some of the 
"sons why the National Council felt it 


: SALTER ppsary to discourage members ot the 
ih. from signing the British Peace Com- 
itee’s petition: 

ace For some months now, several of us have 


™N doing what we could as individuals to 
ap eevard the cause of peace pray 
. |.» £Onferences sponsored by the +, OF 
PPU Co ‘aking at demonstrations arranged by 
acifists 3 ™M—largely because we hoped that this 
: any peat’ {Muld give us the opportunity of putting 

, * Pacifist point of view and influencing 
iding article “ policy of the BPC. It is fair to recog- 


ivial. dite’ |® that the BPC does not pretend to be 
justification Joost, or willing to renounce war as 
ad the Com ley or disclaim the use of violence. We 


N &, therefore, found that there was little 
teal athy for the pacifist point of view and 
Y no possibility of altering their line. 
4 the other hand, we have unfortunately 
vind only too many cases in which there 
ut been not only misunderstanding but 


slent means 


va limited 
ution,” an 
eir pacifism 
of working 


iunists at Bperate misrepresentation. We were, 
vers in no | “Tefore, forced to the conclusion that any 
‘Gicials) | Stble advantages there might be in such 
»Peration were outweighed by the disad- 

types of er azes, for there was every danger of 

1 join with Pacifist message and principles being 


r of losing ‘Qpromised in the eyes of the public. 


ype to a y the fact is that though we both use the 
ed to abs ad Peace, it does not mean the same to 
lisation aM as it does to us. That was made quite 


itened wat tear in talks which have taken place with 
* of the BPC. We believe that the paci- 


thus under ave a special contribution to make and 
nbers, ™ {:° Additional responsibility for making it 
tters’ hare ese critical days.* That responsibility 

mag nnnot fulfil unless the issues can be 
yA LEE € quite clear. 


F twas this view which led to the further 


CONSTRUCTIVE PEACEMAKING —WHICH WAY? 


decision with reference to the petition. The 
petition asks for the banning of the atomic 
pomb and the branding in advance as 
criminal of any government which uses it. 
Most people who sign the petition do so 
with httle thought as to its meaning. 

The second clause seemed to us to be 
quite unrealistic. No individual is deterred 
trom action because he would be branded 
as a& criminal if he is caught, and it is not 
likely that any government would be simi- 
larly deterred. Indeed, would any govern- 
ment use the atomic bomb, or, for that 
matter, go to war, unless they thought that 
they were going to win? In which case, 
who is going to brand them as criminals 
then, let alone secure their trial as such ? 
We believe that the really criminal and im- 
moral action is the making of the atomic 
bomb, and it is that which ought to be con- 
demned here and now. 

In regard to the first clause. We suggest 
that it is futile to talk in terms of banning 
the atomic bomb. Poison gas is banned, 
but the research and making of it in yet 
more deadly forms continues. Indeed, the 
whole question of inspection and control so 
bristles with difficulties that to mention it 
in the way in which the petition does is far 
too superticial. Bacteriological warfare has 
become an even more horrible possibility, 
and the fact that though it may be impos- 
sible to hide atomic piles, bacteriological 
warfare can be prepared in small and easily 
hidden Jaboratories, puts the whole ques- 
tion of inspection into a new perspective. 
Moreover, the question of control involves 
the question of fissionable material and the 
peace -time uses of atomic energy, and this 
in turn involves the question of national 
sovereignty. 

These are some of the issues which are 


what we believe to be the essentials of 

peaks. To move along a road which does 

not lead to the goal we have in view is not 

to take a step in the right direction. | 

STUART D. MORRIS | 

General Secretary, PPU. | 

Dick Sheppard House, 

6 Endsleigh Street, | 
London, W.C.1. 


PN should be non-political | 


NPANY pacifist members of Mr. Joseph 
Jackson’s political party will regret 
the inclusion of his political letter in this 
week’s edition (July 7, 1950) feeling that 
its proper place is a political paper. 
On seeing it in Peace News the ill-; 
informed new reader could not be blamed 
if he cast the paper aside as being, as so 
many openly assert, a political publication 
subtly masquerading under a pacifist guise; 
which is unfortunate, as it is that same ill- 
informed new reader whom we are so 
anxious to attract and persuade to consider | 
our pledge, which is simply to renounce 
war under all circumstances. 


WINIFRED GREENFIELD 


36 Orchard Avenue, 
Parkstone, Dorset. 


Southport Town Council and COs 


JMOLLOWING the report appearing in 

Peace News last Friday, I am sending 
the following letter to the Editors of the 
Southport Visiter and the Southport | 
Guardian. 


“ As Iam an old boy of King George V 
School, I have special cause to regret the 
decision of the Southport Town Council 
against appointing a conscientious ob- 
jector to the teaching staff. | 

“Are we not proud to live in one of 
the few countries in the world which 
officially recognises the rights of the in- 
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Up and doing ! 
INTO ACTION 


JF pacifism means anything as a 
; faith with social and _ political 
implications, now is the time to act, 
and cat vigorously, on it. 

In Peace News we have week by 
week the case for abandoning war 
policies and switching ta the construc- 
tive, hard yet hopeful, ways of recon- 
ciliation and peace. 

Though the nations dither on the 
brink of disaster it is not too late for 
the people to demand a revolutionary 
change in policies, and to refuse their 
support for another war. 

But they must have the facts, and the 
new vision and moral leadership which 
Peace News alone amongst weekly 
newspapers provides. 

Won’t you, now, distribute copies as 
widely as possible, bombard public 
men and women with the pacifist case, 
stir the clergy and the church leaders 
to face our challenge, sell Peace 
News on the street and at 
meetings, and call your _ peace- 
minded friends together for united wit- 
ness in the face of the present situa- 
tion? Write to Peace News office 
for supplies and suggestions (papers 
for free distribution at 1s. 6d. a dozen, 
for sale at 2s. 3d. a dozen, postage 
dd. a dozen extra.). 

PN sales are increasing rapidly 
wherever an effort is being made. Will 
you help as well? 

H.F.M. 


Circulation last week: 10,000 copies. 
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Challenge to our 
PPU readers 


To the Editor 


“No member of the PPU is worth his 
salt unless he gets a copy of Peace News 
every week. That and his regular 
subscription to Headquarters are his 
two primary duties.” 

Not my words, Mr. Editor, but the 
words of the then Editor ten years ago, 
when PN was facing the crisis brought 
about by the refusal of the wholesale 
newsagents to handle the paper. _ 

Now the newsagents willingly deliver 
the paper to our doorstep, yet PN still 
faces a crisis in circulation. In this 
situation the above words need repeat- 
ing but with a difference. 

Today no member of the PPU is 
worth hig salt unless he gets at least 
two copies of Peace News from his 
newsagent every week, and passes one 
copy on to a prospective reader, 

The strength of the PPU in the past 
was based on the exercise of personal 
responsibility and initiative by the in- 
dividual member, and I invite all 
readers to exercise those qualities now. 

I have given my newsagent an order 
for double my usual requirements. I 
challenge every reader to do the same, 
and to send me a postcard telling me 
of their action. ; 

If the PPU is made up of the kind 
of people I think it is, then I look 
forward to receiving at least five 
thousand cards within the next few 


pays DENNIS H. FRENCH 


4 Nigara House, 
Ealing, W.5. 


(The emphasis is our reader’s—Eud.) 


COMMENTARY 


. (Continued from page two) 


pean Questions, which has just submitted 
a document to the Premiers and Foreign 
Ministers of Western Europe suggesting 
the use of the atom bomb in Korea as a 
means of avoiding “a long, costly and pain- 
ful war,” considered these possibilities—or 
is its scandalous advice due simply to the 
comfortable distance between Europe and 
Korea ? 

Two countries keep their heads 


IN the whole disastrous business, only 
India and Jugoslavia can claim to have 
acted with absolute rectitude: -India be 
though supporting the United 
Nations Security Council resolution which 
legalised what the Americans had already 
done, she issued a government statement 
caNling attention to the need to correct the 
composition of the Security Council, at the 
same time declaring her readiness, if 
called upon, to act as mediator between 
Northern and Southern Korea. | 

Yugoslavia, because she abstained from 
voting on the USA resolution in_ the 
Security Council, with the exception of the 
first paragraph, which she supported: “The 
Security Council calls for the immediate 
cessation of hostilities’ and then sub- 
mitted a resolution of her own: | ; 

“The Security Council, noting with 
frave concern the outbreak of hostilities 
in Korea and anxious to obtain all neces- 
sary information enabling it to pass 
judgment on the merits of the case, calls 
for an immediate cessation of hostilities 
and the withdrawal of forces, invites the 

Government of North Korea to state its 

case before the Security Council.” 

No one except_herself supported the 
Yugoslavian resolution. The delegations 
of the United States, Great Britain, France, 
Cuba and Ecuador voted against it, and 
India, Norway and Egypt abstained. All 
this took place on June 25. A_ further 
Yugoslavian proposal, made in the course 
of the Security Council’s next meeting, 
that a mediator should be named, was also 
rejected. ‘ 

As matters stand, there is little prospect 
of an early cessation of the Korean war 
and a great deal of risk of its expansion. 

Five nations—Australia, Nationalist 
China, the Netherlands, New Zealand and 
the United Kingdom—have offered specific 
military or naval aid, 32 other countries 
have indicated their support of the Security 
Council recommendation, and eight have ex- 
_ pressed “ general support”? or merely ack- 
_nowledged the Secretary General's enquiry 
regarding their attitude. 


Mobilisation in the U.S.? 

A MERICA, in the meantime, is re- 
£ introducing conscription and General 
MacArthur has become the Commander-in- 
Chief of the “United Nations” forces 
operating in Korea. 

With the approval of the President, the 
Army, Navy and Air Forces have been 
authorised to exceed their budget ceilings 
for personnel, and Congress has _ been 
asked for an additional sum of 260 mil- 
lion dollars for work “on all forms of 
atomic weapons including the hydrogen or 
fusion bomb.” 

Appeals Rave also been issued by the 
Army and Navy for the re-enlistment of 
technicians, and the Rock Island railway— 
important for war material transport— has 
been taken over by the Army, to negative 
' the effects of a workers’ strike. In the words 
of more than one commentator, America is 
“being mobilised.” .. 

The only important information from 
“Russia is that the Soviets claim the Ameri- 
can action in Korea to constitute an “act 
of aggression.” 

They maintain the attitude they have 


HOME NEWS OF WORK FOR PEACE 


Prof. LONSDALE on 
TWO ‘GAMBLES’ 


HRISTANS must act on the 
hypothesis that Jesus was 
right, said Prof. Kathleen Lonsdale, 
FRS, addressing the 13th annual 
meeting of the Lewes PPU.* 


He told us, for example, that to love our 
neighbour as ourselves was not just a duty, 
but a law: “This do, and thou shalt 
live....” That is to say, to love your neigh- 
bour as yourself was the condition for sur- 
vival in the modern world. 


That we are all members of one another 
is more true than ever today, now that 
science has made the world small and 
men can kill other men thousands of 
miles away. 


Is the revolutionary behaviour which 
Christ demanded of his followers practical 
politics in an un-Christian world? 


What bombs cannot do 


Time and again we were told it was im- 
possible; that in a world of Communist 
unscrupulousness and Capitalistic selfish- 
ness where the stronger wanted to dominate 
the weaker, we and our ideals would be 
wiped out. 

“Tsay that no man armed with a rifle 
or a bomb can wipe out any ideals but 
his own,” she said. 

She quoted Dr. Summerskill, who had 
said the choice was between total] disarma- 
ment and the greatest possible measure of 
military preparation, 

‘It depended on our beliefs, which of those 
two alternatives we accepted. Christians 
should work for total disarmament. They 
should not be anxious about security. 
Christ taught his disciples not to be 
anxious about what might happen to them, 
but to obey his commandments and leave 
the rest to God. 

“Christianity is not an insurance 
policy, but a way of life,” she added, 
With regard to propaganda, Dr. Lonsdale 

thought pacifists should press for general 
disarmament rather than for unilateral dis- 
armament, which was impracticable because 
no nation would ever be persuaded to adopt 
such a policy. 


Disarmament and politics 


This was disputed during the discussion 
that followed, but she insisted that. there 
was some hope of a genera] agreement 
among the ‘nations to disarm, and pacifists 
should throw their weight into that rather 
than waste their energies urging a course 
that no government would consider. 

Pacifists should not be discouraged, she 
said, because there was little acceptance 
of their views. People often rejected the 
pacifist argument but retained certain 
elements which might bear fruit later. 


As an instance, she related how she once 
tried to convert a well-known MP who 
seemed entirely impervious, but a year or 
two later she read a speech of his in which 
some of the things she had said to him were 
reproduced almost word for word. 


It was necessary, she concluded, to op- 
pose evil men and injustice, but with 
Christian weapons, lest we cast out one 
devil only to let seven worse ones in. 

Disarmament was, of course, a gamble; 
but it Was a moral gamble, whereas to trust 
in military strength was an immoral 
gamble. 


* This address was given to the second ses- 
sion of the meeting. r. Lonsdale’s 
address to the first session was reported 
last week, 


LADY PARMOOR 
AT HORNSEY 


WQWOMEN of Hornsey Peace Group had a 

. full house recently when their speaker 
was Lady Parmoor, the Quaker vice- 
president of the National Peace Council and 
stepmother of Sir Stafford Cripps. 

She said that the absence of China and 
Russia on the Security Council invalidated 
any major decisions taken in: their absence, 
and this particularly applied to Korea. Here 
she called for every effort to be made for 
mediation, and asked that we should sus- 
pend judgment, seek more knowledge and 
not believe all we read in the newspapers. 

She sincerely hoped.that out of this 
perilous situation might come greater 
awareness of responsibility by everyone 
and the need for increased efforts for peace. 


taken “ever since they walked out of the 
Security Council—that the non-representa- 
tion of Communist China and the con- 
tinued presence of a Nationalist Chinese 
member render the present Council uncon- 
stitutional and invalid. This, they say, 
automatically renders the resolution under 
which the Americans are carrying on their 
military operations in Korea equally un- 
constitutional and invalid. 


Dr. Malan takes advantage 


To round-off the week’s dismal picture, a 
Special Correspondent of The Obser- 
ver reports from Cape Town that Dr. 
Malan has decided to defy the United 
Nations by incorporating South West 
Africa into South Africa without waiting 
for the decision of the International Court 
at The Hague, to which the problem had 
been referred. 
Disrespect for the United Nations is evi- 
dently not limited to one part of the world. 
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Peace Cars at 
Chingtord 


HINGFORD’S Council for Action 

Against War put on an impres- 

Sive show at the Chingford Day cele- 
brations last Saturday. 


They contributed two decorated cars to 
the procession which passed through the 
busy part of the town. Children rode in 
both cars, one of which was labelled “Think 
of the Future,” the other “ Join the Council 
for Action against War.” 


Public response was good and over 20 
people asked to receive notices of future 
Council activities. At the fete in Ridgway 
Park a stall selling peace and anti-war 
literature was well patronised. 


Particularly pleasing to the organisers 
was a number of enquiries by people from 
outside Chingford regrading the existence 
of similar Councils in their areas. 


The Chingford Council will be glad to 
help _in the formation of such. Secretary 
is W. R. Gotch, 185 Ainslie Wood Road, 
Chingford, E.4. 


N. LONDON PEACE CENTRE 


TPWENTY-FIVE leading members of 
North London pacifist groups have 
established a North London Peace Centre, 
open to members of pacifist organisations 
and sympathisers. 
Programme and activities are to be 

Training for speakers, group chairmen, 
secretaries and field workers. 

Providing a centre for pacifist propa- 
ganda, Peace News selling, literature and 
leaflet distribution and a social centre and 
meeting place. 

Support for 
poster parades, 

Public meetings in North London. 


An Executive Committee and open-air 
meetings secretary have been appointed and 
arrangements made for a poster parade on 
Saturday, Aug. 5, to advertise the PPU 
Trafalgar Square Rally on Sunday, Aug. 6. 
The poster parade will leave the North 
London Peace Centre, 3 Blackstock Road, 
Nd, at 3 p.m. Those wishing to take part 
should send their names to the Secretary at 
the Centre, 


ISLINGTON MOVE 


TSLINGTON PEACE GROUP have sent 

a resolution to the Prime Minister ex- 
pressing great concern about the present 
fighting in Korea, deprecating armed inter- 
vention by any world power, and calling for 
a complete withdrawal of military forces 
and the substitution of a policy of media- 
tion along the lines of the National Peace 
Council as outlined in their statement 
“The Crisis in Korea.” 


YOUTH PEACE WEEK-END 


T ONDON YOUTH PEACE COUNCIL is 

organising a “ Youth Peace Weekend,” 
o nJuly 15 and 16, in support of the World 
Petition to ban the atom bomb. 

On the 15th there will be a “Cycle Run 
for Peace.” Cyclists will meet at the 
Church of St. George the Martyr, Queen’s 
Square, Holborn, W.C.1, where the Rev. 
Mercer Wilson of the Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship will speak to them. 

Then they will divide into groups carrying 
peace slogans and will take one of five main 
routes out of town. through the main shop- 
ping centres, where they will collect signa- 
tures to the All-Britain Peace Petition. 

On the 16th, the Council] are arganisine 
a “Peace Ramble.” Young Londoners will 
take the 9.2 a.m. train from Waterloo to 
Ashtead, will ramble from there to Boxhill 
and collect signatures to the petition from 
the crowds, 

Further information can be obtained from 
the Secretary, London Youth Peace Council, 
G Keats Grove, N.W.3. 


KENSINGTON’S FIRST 


Ky ENSINGTON PEACE COMMITTEE'S 
first public meeting attracted some 130 
people to Kensington Town Hall. 

Chairman was well-known barrister, Mr. 
Dudley Collard, 

Speeches were delivered by Mrs, Freda 
Grimble, secretary of the International 
Women’s Day Committee, Mr. J. Sandy, 
chairman of the London Peace Council, and 
Mr. Gordon Schaffer of Reynolds News. 

Mr. Schaffer called the peace movement 
“The greatest single international move- 
ment in the history of mankind,” and 
added: ‘‘ Millions have signed all over the 
world, and if everyone of these is to be 
branded a Communist, then you have an 
awful lot of Communists in the world.” 


PPU LETTER TO CURIE 


MPHE National Council of the Peace Pledge 
Union has written to Prof. Joliot Curie 
expressing sympathy with him over his 
recent dismissal by the French Government 
from the post of Director of Atomic 
Research. 

The letter says: ; 

“We stand strongly against any dis- 
crimination on the ground of political dif- 
ferences, and therefore view such a step as 
conflicting with the fundamentals of free- 
dom and the essentials of human rights. — 

“We have admired the stand you took in 
refusing to allow your skill, knowledge and 
experience to be exploited for war prepara- 
tions, and in desiring to harness atomic 
energy to peaceful and _ constructive 
purposes.” 


outdoor meetings and 


Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


The British people are united, save for 


a handful of bewildered wayfareTs 
behind the resolve to use all means to atop 
aggression in the Far East. 


—Sunday Times Leader, July 9, 1950 


In the debate on Korea the Housé of 
Commons presented the picture of © 
united nation. The two or three 
sentients were men of no calibre. 


Sunday Times 


—‘ Scrutator,” 
July 9, 1950. 


When I am asked to support the Gover®™ 
ment in a Motion which says this Housé 
fully supports the action taken by H¥ 
‘Majesty's Government I regard that 
being asked to sign a blank cheque 19 
totat war. 


—Emrys Hughes, MP, Houes of 
Commons, July 5, 1950. 


JT is said that even the hardest rock cae 
be worn away by the constant drippim® 
of water upon it; perhaps it is on this Pt! 
ciple that the Press unceasingly re-iteralty 
with little or no change in the wording in 
their phrases, that the nation is fully 
support of the Government decision. 
back the action of the USA in regar 
Korea. 
What, in fact, do the large majority. 
people know about Korea, or wha oat 
behind the conflicting statements put f 
from both sides? ‘lhey believe, mos! 
them, what they are told, in the natloh 
Press, that only lunatics or Communh, 


of 
i 


would disagree with America’s ‘ defet 
of South Korea. But all the same, 
“men of no calibre,” these ‘ bew) 
waytarers,” are voicing the unease dir 
the dismay of very large numbers of oF 

nary people in this country today. 


People are deceived os 
It is not true that this nation is P d 
pared to support a third world wah “) 
that is the real issue. The people at iy 
ing deceived into believing that the Wa as 
Korea will save them from that, wher 
the truth is that two great powers, hay ei 
cynically discarded the whole idea of 
manship, and deliberately resorted tO ~) 
arbitrament of armed force, have 
entered upon the first stages’ of 4 
war. 5 
These leader-writers and editors, Wb? 
implication, claim to be the * spokes 
for the people of Britain, should have 
in the Lobby of the House of Commone ay 
Wednesday, July 5, as I was (or were it!) 
there and thought it best not to report eh 
The great crowd, including many en 
with their children, whose deep coBe 
had brought them there, were not SUP nk 
ing what was going on, 


world 


but protes ail 
against it; and they were by no means 
Communists. to 
There was singularly little likemeS5 io 
“bewildered waytarers”” in Rhys 
and Fenner Brockway, who both SP 
moment to see me; there was nO vyright 
“calibre” in Emrys Hughes fort 
pacifist speech inthe debate, which 
dennis ” of The Observer mentioned 4° 
ing one of the best of the day; ¢ $ 
text of Tom Driberg’s contribution © jead 
no inclination to follow blindly thé 
given by Attlee and Churchill. 


But these speeches were not report 
this so-called “ united nation ” knoW® | oir 
or nothing of any words spoken i 
name other than those of the Prim 
ster and Leader of the Opposition. 


The value of “lobbying” =, «ue 
It is often said that “lobbying”. che 
less and a great waste of time; tm ; 
House of Commons is just a “talkihe (4 by 
and that nothing can really be achie" jt © 
going there. This is quite untrue ? 
in the Lobby and on the floor of ae 
that the great reforms of the pani 
been won by determined voters ~~ 
representatives. If the people. 
country are content to allow thelr 
mentary representatives to be deba 
nothing more, then the blame les 
own door. ~ecint 
Let them, either by letter, or DY 4, the 
their member, in the constituency: f 
Lobby, nail down this lie that Mii, wal: 
British nation is in support of nee is nore 
If ever pacifists had a job to do 7), ff 
when sound practical SUEBY 4 age 
making the Security Council bes comint 
rhe proposals for media f 
rom Many quarters. , a 
not 2 phrase that belongs, On tor 
it lies deeply in the hea 
human, being in the world today 
business to give it voice. 


Vera Brittain and Donal 
for Trafalgar Square 


VERA BRITTAIN, Chat 
Peace Pledge Union od r 
Soper are among those bah 
at the Peace Pledge UP Aug: 8 
Square Demonstration on Fy the 
meeting, the fifth annivers®) coincide F-0- 
ping of the first A-bomb Wt 
other demonstrations taking 
shima and other cities 
world. 
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